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Steam and smoke rise from a power plant in Juliette, Georgia. The Trump administration is
proposing changes to the way such pollutants may be regulated.
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policy
The Trump administration has promised vast changes to U.S. science and

environmental policy—and we’re tracking them here as they happen.

B Y  M I C H A E L  G R E S H K O ,  L A U R A  P A R K E R ,  B R I A N  C L A R K  H O W A R D ,  D A N I E L
S T O N E ,  A L E J A N D R A  B O R U N D A ,  A N D  S A R A H  G I B B E N S

7 0  M I N U T E  R E A D

P U B L I S H E D  J A N U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 1 9

The Trump Administration’s tumultuous presidency has brought a

flurry of changes—both realized and anticipated—to U.S. environmental

policy. Many of the actions roll back Obama-era policies that aimed to curb

climate change and limit environmental pollution, while others threaten to

limit federal funding for science and the environment.

It’s a lot to keep track of, so National Geographic will be maintaining an

abbreviated timeline of the Trump Administration’s environmental actions

and policy changes, as well as reactions to them. We will update this article as

news develops.

Editor's Note: This story was originally published on March 31, 2017, and was last

updated on January 9, 2019.
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January 15

A report by the nonprofit Public Employees for Environmental
Responsibility (PEER) found the Environmental Protection Agency's
criminal prosecutions under the Trump administration have been the
lowest they've been in 30 years. 

Much of the EPA's authority comes from the agency's ability to
prosecute organizations that have violated environmental standards,
but the Trump administration has been vocal about scaling back
regulations and reducing EPA legal authority. 

Only 166 referrals were sent to the Department of Justice during the
last fiscal quarter. The EPA hasn't filed such few cases since the Reagan
administration. Under the Clinton administration, criminal referrals
reached just under 600.

In a press release, PEER attributed the steep decline to the agency's
reduced budget for enforcement staff. Before leaving office, former
administrator Scott Pruitt reportedly pulled agents from regional
offices to staff his large security detail. 

Last August, the agency also renamed their National Enforcement
Initiative to the National Compliance Initiative. The change brought
with it a softer approach to reprimanding polluters. For instance, a
company could be allowed to negotiate an agreement to change their
actions instead of facing prosecution. Though decried by
environmentalists, the EPA says the change will help them tackle a
broader scope of violations.

Environmental groups say not enforcing violations is a subtle way for
the agency to scale back the EPA without passing large policy changes.

https://www.peer.org/news/press-releases/criminal-enforcement-collapse-at-epa.html
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-08/documents/transitionfromneitonci082118.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/enforcement/national-compliance-initiatives
https://envirodatagov.org/publication/a-sheep-in-the-closet-the-erosion-of-enforcement-at-the-epa/
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Get science news, pictures, and videos, plus special offers. 

Enter your email  

By signing up for this email, you are agreeing receive to news, offers, and
information from National Geographic Partners and our partners. Click here to

visit our Privacy Policy. Easy unsubscribe links are provided in every email.

T RUM P  N OM I N AT E S  A N D R E W  W H E E L E R
TO  P E R M A N E N T  E PA  J O B
January 9, 2019

Though the federal government remains shut down, President Donald
Trump officially nominated Acting Environmental Protection Agency
Administrator Andrew Wheeler to the post on a permanent basis on
Wednesday. Wheeler had served in the acting role since July, when
former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt resigned after intense media
scrutiny and ethics scandals (see below).

Confirmed by the Senate as acting administrator, Wheeler will now
need an additional confirmation for the permanent job.

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/community/privacy/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/01/why-national-parks-trashed-during-government-shutdown/
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The former coal lobbyist has largely continued Pruitt's legacy in office.
In August Wheeler released a proposed rule that would roll back fuel-
efficiency and pollution standards for vehicles, as well as limit
California's ability to set its own car standards. Wheeler also unveiled a
proposed replacement for the Obama-era Clean Power Plan that
would let states set their own rules. In December Wheeler rolled out a
weakened redo of the Waters of the United States rule, which would
limit oversight of a range of activities from farming to industry.

Trump said Wheeler has "done a fantastic job" in his acting role.

“For me, there is no greater responsibility than protecting human
health and the environment, and I look forward to carrying out this
essential task on behalf of the American public,” Wheeler said in a
statement upon his nomination.

“Wheeler has advanced the same destructive agenda as Pruitt, but
without sideshow antics slowing him down,” Brett Hartl, government
affairs director at the Center for Biological Diversity, said in a
statement. “If he’s confirmed, Wheeler would surpass Pruitt as the
most dangerous EPA administrator of all time. The Senate must not
give him the chance.”

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/424555-trump-formally-nominates-wheeler-to-head-epa
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/news/press_releases/2019/andrew-wheeler-01-09-2019.php
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T RUM P  A DM I N I ST RAT I O N  RO L L S  BAC K
O BA M A- E RA  C OA L  RU L E S
December 6, 2018

The Trump administration rolled back another Obama-era climate rule
when it announced Thursday it will lift some restrictions on
greenhouse gas emissions from coal power plants.

The change, intended to spur construction of new coal plants, comes
as scientists warned world leaders attending the UN’s annual climate
conference that the consequences of unchecked global warming will
be severe and costly. The meeting opened with a warning from Polish
President Andrzej Duda: “We are trying to save the world from
annihilation…”

The easing of coal rules was announced by the Environmental
Protection Agency’s acting administrator, Andrew Wheeler, who said
the move would “rescind excessive burdens on America’s energy
providers and level the playing field so that new energy technologies
can be part of America’s future.”

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-proposes-111b-revisions-advance-clean-energy-technology
https://www.apnews.com/40a8a2501843410e86b3da6a7538023f
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstF5_4X3n-71AuD3YaPd-vj_BWAULwYqW41lGBXieE14Pta8XzwHIRFJ_2eBUbVKYwUbj1Tgp1lyJZ_z1b00NoSkMGL_zg4BrUl0waixMdh1wdcOLVAx_lNEH028cahhEA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIYwfGNeCEJ7&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjsuwfZ_oKrN3W3oVs6NMeFf0oHA9g-T0EkPhELcWcBKlQcOHDM3BUKfTqJrQEzs0atxT0_ODA6GNTsW5hHdViaWKCtK8VPk8D850xbgiLz29bJykRs4tv8ZB4VDlAqM16wRGmpsY4j1HhbHbLak9UM6Lbt8V4q_HDwyNLuzoGB-Wo3vZXtgzlDg5yTHIDAqG5m1WHOe2fgwEb10U0cKYHsBNPSQ_PR29EC4I6h66vLbElwoZHLQj4SKCCEPbqzmZzx8WDKg8dxzZ_01kdXE5RP_44YBrD7ha9BY9oP1GlfNksLwAwM9joE_ePaP3dR3DgOSIR3ki00HCz19NGhpOZLbO_u1o1Q8%26sai%3DAMfl-YTTqq7nTvs5Ttq4n0C7iTcmU5sbcGlOjvCjRDTgNXRGSajzgVHu-LqUizG40tKXTNgVLspuZeE9HZWxhT80r13iiNcP2uv6bCLzk6FZlQ%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzOzJ47l3lEYQEAE%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttp://www.endplasticwaste.org
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Proposed changes to the New Source Performance Standards would no
longer require that plants meet strict goals of achieving emissions
equal to or less than what plants would have achieved with carbon
capture and storage technology.

The Obama administration rule, adopted in 2015, restricted carbon
dioxide pollution from future power plants and prompted a strong
pushback from the coal industry that complained it inhibited new
plant construction. Equipment required under the Obama rule was
expensive, and criticized by the energy industry as technologically
unproven.

The announcement also came the day after the U.S. Energy
Information Administration released figures for coal consumption in
2018 that show a four percent decline from 2017 and the lowest level
since 1979. The largest consumer of coal is the electric power sector,
and the decline reflects the closing of coal plants and competition
from natural gas and renewable energy sources. Energy analysts have
predicted that coal is unlikely to recover in the energy market it once
dominated.

Michelle Bloodworth, president and CEO of the American Coalition for
Clean Coal Electricity, who appeared by Wheeler’s side at the EPA
press conference, praised the proposal because it will make it feasible
for new plant construction.

Clare Lockwood, an attorney at the Center for Biological Diversity,
called the proposal an “act of flailing, die-hard climate denial.”

I N T E R I O R  E A S E S  D R I L L I N G  C O N T RO L S

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/06/carbon-engineering-liquid-fuel-carbon-capture-neutral-science/
https://www.windpowerengineering.com/business-news-projects/eia-u-s-coal-consumption-expected-to-be-lowest-in-39-years/
https://twitter.com/AmericasPower?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Eembeddedtimeline%7Ctwterm%5Eprofile%3AAmericasPower&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americaspower.org%2F
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/programs/public_lands/energy/dirty_energy_development/coal/index.html
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P ROT E C T I N G  SAG E  G RO U S E
December 6, 2018

The U.S. Interior Department moved forward Thursday with plans to
ease restrictions on oil and gas drilling across millions of acres of
protected habitat in 11 western states where the imperiled greater
sage grouse lives.

Documents released by the Bureau of Land Management show the
Trump administration’s intention to open more public lands to lease
and allow waivers for drilling in the grouse breeding grounds. The plan
is the next step in the administration’s efforts to rework Obama
administration protections for the grouse. Interior Secretary Ryan
Zinke had promised to remove obstacles to drilling. Protections of the
ground-dwelling grouse have long been viewed by the energy
industry as an obstacle to development.

“I completely believe that these plans are leaning forward on
conservation of sage grouse,” Interior Deputy Secretary David
Bernhardt told the Associated Press. “Do they do it in exactly the same
way, no? We made some change in the plans and got rid of some
things that are simply not necessary.”

Conservationists and wildlife advocates vigorously disagreed and
warned that drilling could further threaten the birds’ survival. The sage
grouse once numbered in the millions. The population is now
estimated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service between 200,000 and
500,000.

“David Bernhardt spent years in the private sector advancing policy
goals of special interests who profit off our public lands. Despite his
clear conflicts, Zinke put him in charge of ripping apart the plans just
to help those very industries that Bernhardt used to work for,” Jayson

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2018/11/saving-the-sage-grouse/
https://eplanning.blm.gov/epl-front-office/eplanning/planAndProjectSite.do?methodName=dispatchToPatternPage&currentPageId=134121
https://www.apnews.com/abaee2a70c394ab5afc449a1489a2fd6


1/16/19, 6'43 PMA running list of how President Trump is changing environmental policy

Page 9 of 133https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/how-trump-is-changing-science-environment/

O’Neill, deputy director of the Western Values Project, a Montana-
based nonprofit focused on public lands protections, said in a
statement.

The administration’s plans would modify protections in seven states,
including Wyoming, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, California, Idaho, and
Oregon. The documents released Thursday include environmental
analysis of the changes in each state plan. The public can comment on
that analysis before a final decision, expected to be announced in early
2019.

N OA A  G R E E N  L I G H T S  S E I S M I C  A I RG U N
B L A ST S  F O R  O I L  A N D  GA S  D R I L L I N G
November 30, 2018

Five oil and gas companies have been given the green light to use

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

https://westernvaluesproject.org/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvssxur0LvkzKTbf91Zu2yt7-Ypp9QxeoSvhGaw_844mvVVDWTTjvGRPktc2AXicu4iGRdAMzzZ88BydKQhE6aESV0nI88z3A4sB1JtTZiZiT9R4g925np4rv_lrDaYmHs&sig=Cg0ArKJSzL8F3iTtMrWh&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjssaHAMFP10RQyVEOUvJpbmjZ6XoeNOdiQNnk0ZeK5BK0NvQ0WwmU9zuIjZF68aTCbBroUGOSYh7rg3IVAbnqXts_NNPRhCryr04OBjg5TLovemuUlBu1bx-1_NqVt_h9qDr0MX6k4_q_zF7GHYxMH_Abaz01_HMQrMerF-bvPgsE_u8eklFb0AY-LTUVfcBoTVB7FQAGrLyOKTiYGTNF-nKbp-1yv5rZ5tD0XlTv3gpg1BZ16r9L7ITy_DKGv9796qWUhR-hjtSraPfglIKTFfuw5DikkVk92W4oHAA0mSSXsAAjFJWRdln6HDCwb7wBjhChTNU7x_9WsgU2GLtTnI2POELPRPLu04%26sai%3DAMfl-YTnfsmH1D_yNGGhxJSL9b_cjZu-aT2v_cWGJgrs0CSUgbyFN8gHSjVLS4Fa0lh4Wdpqti7E7zPj5bN4saqm4Gj83-zdTFDtCubaB2HI_w%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzFdENwJvcJ6ZEAE%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttp://www.endplasticwaste.org
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seismic airgun blasts to search for lucrative oil and gas deposits that
could be buried in the sea floor from New Jersey to Florida. 

The proposal was shot down by the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management in 2017 after it was deemed unsafe for marine life, but a
recent review by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) concluded the blasts could be done without
significantly threatening the population status of threatened or
endangered species. The basis of NOAA's investigation was to
determine whether or not the activity would violate the Marine
Mammal Protection Act. 

Large marine mammals like whales and dolphin use sound
communicating, feeding, and mating, meaning the blasts could impact
all three of those essential activities.

Read more about how marine life will be impacted.

K E YSTO N E  X L  P I P E L I N E  B LO C K E D  BY
F E D E RA L  J U D G E
November 8, 2018

A federal judge in Montana blocked construction from beginning on
the Keystone XL pipeline, a 1,200-mile-long project that would deliver
800,000 barrels a day of crude oil from the Alberta, Canada, oil sands
to refineries in the U.S. Pipeline operator TransCanada first proposed
the pipeline in 2008; the Obama administration rejected its permit
application in 2015, citing concerns about the pipeline's impact on
climate. Trump reversed that decision shortly after he was inauguratedA D V E R T I S E M E N T

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/11/noaa-approves-seismic-airgun-blasting-oil-gas-drilling-atlantic-ocean/
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/11/keystone-xl-pipeline-nebraska-decision-spd/
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in 2017. (What is the Keystone XL pipeline?)

Judge Brian Morris wrote that the Trump administration had “simply
discarded prior factual findings related to climate change” in order to
move the project forward. In so doing it had violated its responsibility
under the Administrative Procedures Act to provide a “reasoned
explanation” for the changed decision. The Trump administration,
Morris wrote, had failed to fully consider the climate, cultural,
economic, and environmental impacts of the project—neither
incorporating the latest science on climate change nor the impact on
indigenous cultural resources in the pipeline's path.

The pipeline has been controversial since it was first proposed, with
many environmental groups and indigenous communities strongly
opposed to its construction. Construction work had been scheduled to
begin in 2019. How long it will now be delayed is uncertain. The
administration could appeal the ruling.

YO U T H  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  L AWS U I T
D E L AY E D
November 8, 2018

The trial in a climate change lawsuit brought by 21 youths has been
delayed again, after a federal appeals court granted the Trump
administration’s request that it consider halting the case.

The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals on Thursday gave the youths’
lawyers 15 days to respond to the government’s petition. In a meeting
with lawyers, District Court Judge Ann Aiken indicated she will

https://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/101-video-shorts/0000015f-e411-d43e-a9df-ecd3db830000
http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/documents/national/keystone-xl-pipeline-order-issued-by-us-district-judge-brian-morris-in-montana/3301/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstsS9Qka-q_GwGwy8EBJBRCfGhF1BT82hud9xbhPHsIrsqHF0qzfkAG48k1d3tl7H_8Kp8Al7B27F8XFDOEA5Uu78TPVBtC5mnrgsFhAmFDwxeHpemgO9tb5aMXOgunPeQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFy1mpmycFGy&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjsthwAqrvFpKvrVq3PkDsVSAUvxecK2Hfuy2joqu80QQZnQt4-mHKwwJ4reY6B2FgdjmzB19HC8wq9PCqE5fspsXHFjBN2rSF1_aNbldTPxc4_UFoWgkh9ppK2BWk379iBlmt0JNgf4wKT37EqOViq7ZYetY3tEYULIyVktX2B2Bh2Tfqtpu59Ca6-Lu9ZfwAqGuv0vxF5jrA19RfBSBTj_M7T_Z8hAA8Bva6te2X5bJNi6aj6wnQRtvxm5ZTKtJ-ZmXLCutN-gQDzhyYruG7rC-KeQicHyDNpEXZujVbt1h1AKkFX5qdpc2FaA_i5W4-iMvFMkvqRPzRLRjGg8tHMuHYxc%26sai%3DAMfl-YQsrrlJ4Ylfw5a1RGYxJKYJVO6NseBN8NLUDWVPmxnIfTtHVzvTiBxQ1pfN1kmB5zx2gyXvWRW-y_wuh3mMTrIfYCuTZ5vr1hRHyqh-%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzDyA4COU7JExEAE%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttp://www.endplasticwaste.org
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promptly set a new trial date once the appeals court lifts its temporary
stay, according to Meg Ward, a spokeswoman for the youths.

The trial had been set to begin on October 29 in Eugene, but was
delayed after the Justice Department asked the Supreme Court to
intervene and halt it. On November 2, the justices refused and advised
the government to return to the Ninth Circuit, which it did on
November 5. Trump administration lawyers filed a rarely-used appeal
that asks the appellate court to rule on the case before the lower court
has heard it at trial.

S U P R E M E  C O U RT  R E F U S E S  TO  H A LT
YO U T H S '  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  S U I T
November 2, 2018

The Supreme Court on Friday refused to halt the trial in a case brought
by 21 youths who sued the federal government for its role in causing
global warming. The youths, many of whom live in regions already
suffering the effects of climate change and extreme weather events,
want a federal judge in Oregon to order the government to write a
plan to address climate change.

The trial was to have begun October 29 in Eugene, but was delayed
after the Trump administration asked the Supreme Court to intercede
and block the case.

In a three-page unsigned order, the justices advised the government
to take its arguments back to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, and left
open the possibility that the government court return to the Supreme

https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/110218zr2_8ok0.pdf
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Court. Justices Clarence Thomas and Neil M. Gorsuch said they would
have granted the administration’s request. The other seven justices did
not indicate how they decided the government’s appeal.

The justices noted the government’s description of the case as “based
on an assortment of unprecedented legal theories, such as a
substantive due process right to certain conditions, and an equal
protection right to live in the same climate as enjoyed by prior
generations.”

The order was the second time since July the justices denied the
government’s effort to stop the case as premature.

Lawyers for the youths announced they would ask that the trial begin
next week.

“The youth of our nation won an important decision today from the
Supreme Court that shows even the most powerful government in the
world must follow the rules and process of litigation in our democracy,”
Julia Olson, executive director of Our Children’s Trust and the co-
counsel in the lawsuit, said in a statement.

The case of Juliana v. United States was filed in 2015 during the Obama
administration. The youths’ suit contends that the federal government
pursued energy policies that caused climate change even though it
knew for more than a half-century that carbon emissions would
destabilize the climate, and the failure to protect future generations
from the effects of climate change violated their generations’
constitutional right to live in a “climate system capable of sustaining
human life.”

Both the Obama and Trump administration lawyers have argued
repeatedly in numerous appeals that the policy-making on climate

http://climatecasechart.com/case/juliana-v-united-states/?cn-reloaded=1
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change does not belong in court, but more properly in the realm of
Congress and the federal agencies that write laws and government
regulations. The youths “seek nothing less than a complete
transformation of the American energy system–including the
abandonment of fossil fuels–ordered by a single district court….”
Solicitor General Noel J. Francisco wrote in a brief. He added: the
“assertion of sweeping new fundamental rights to certain climate
conditions has no basis in the nation’s history and tradition–and no
place in federal court.”

In response to the government’s appeal, the youths’ lawyers argued
that constitutional questions are traditionally addressed after trial,
when a record of fact has been established, and not before. As to the
potential injury, the lawyers wrote: “When a child suffers climate-
induced flooding where the child sleeps, increased incidence of
asthma attacks from climate-induced wildfire and smoke conditions in
areas where the child exercises, dead coral reefs due to overly warm
oceans where the child swims, and storm surges and rising seas
perpetually attacking the barrier island where the child lives so that
the child now routinely evacuates and experiences flooding in the
child’s roads, home and school, those injuries are hardly generalized
grievances.”

F I R ST  O F F S H O R E  O I L  W E L L S  A P P ROV E D
F O R  T H E  A RC T I C
October 24, 2018
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After years of heated debate between conservationists and the
petroleum industry about risks and rewards, the federally controlled
waters of the U.S. Arctic are cleared to see their first oil and gas
production wells. On Wednesday, the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management issued a conditional permit to Houston-based Hilcorp to
move forward with its Liberty Project, to begin drilling from an artificial
island in the Beaufort Sea.

In announcing the approval, Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke said,
“Responsibly developing our resources, in Alaska especially, will allow
us to use our energy diplomatically to aid our allies and check our
adversaries.”

But environmentalists are concerned that the region's harsh climate,
and threatened wildlife, make the project a risky gamble.

“Opening the Arctic to offshore oil drilling is a disaster waiting to
happen,” Kristen Monsell, ocean legal director with the Center for
Biological Diversity, said in a statement. “This project sets us down a
dangerous path of destroying the Arctic. An oil spill in the Arctic would
be impossible to clean up and the region is already stressed by climate
change.”

Hilcorp intends to move forward by creating a gravel island in 19 feet
of water about 5.6 miles off Alaska's north shore. The island would have
a footprint covering 24 acres of seafloor and an area above the surface
of about 9 acres. The site lies a few miles east of the massive Prudhoe
Bay oil field.

Hilcorp says it hopes to extract 60,000 to 70,000 barrels per day from
up to 16 wells on the island, for a total haul of 80 million to 130 million
barrels over 15 to 20 years. Oil will be conveyed via an underwater
pipeline.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/arctic-offshore-production-wells-approved-off-alaskas-coast/2018/10/24/c5c2fa62-d7cb-11e8-8384-bcc5492fef49_story.html?utm_term=.5b7b36d83d7e
https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/
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Regulators pointed to safety features in approving the plan, including
a promise to only drill into oil-bearing rock when the Arctic is frozen
and restrictions on ship traffic.

But environmentalists challenge that any cleanup efforts in the remote
north would be exceedingly difficult. Noise and traffic to the island
may disturb whales, seals, and other wildlife, Monsell said.

U. S .  P U S H E S  TO  E N D  C H I L D R E N ' S
C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  S U I T
October 19, 2018

A week before the start of a trial in a case brought by 21 children who
sued the U.S. government for its role in causing climate change, the
government is moving aggressively to end the case.

After failing to convince the Supreme Court to end the case in July, the
Justice Department returned to the court this week to ask for a second
time that the suit be blocked. Solicitor General Noel Francisco, in a new
38-page filing, asked the justices again to intervene and “end this
profoundly misguided suit.”

On Friday, Chief Justice John Roberts temporarily halted the case and
has given the lawyers for the children until Wednesday to respond.

The youths contend that the U.S. government has pursued energy
policies that caused climate change, despite knowing for more than 50
years that carbon emissions would destabilize the climate; they argue
the failure to protect future generations from the effects of climate
change violate their generation’s constitutional right to a “climate

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/climate-change/?user.testname=none
http://blogs2.law.columbia.edu/climate-change-litigation/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2018/20181018_docket-615-cv-1517_notice.pdf
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system capable of sustaining human life.”

The trial in the case of Juliana v. United States is scheduled to being
Oct. 29 in Eugene, Oregon.

In a statement, Julia Olson, the youth’s co-counsel and executive
director of Our Children’s Trust, expressed confidence in a statement
that the trial will proceed once the justices receive the youth plaintiffs’
response to the government’s “mischaracterization” of the case.

“As the Supreme Court has recognized in innumerable cases, review of
constitutional questions is better done on a full record where evidence
is presented and weighed by the trier of fact,” Olson said. “This case is
already about recognized fundamental rights and children’s rights of
equal protection under the law.”

The government’s new appeal to the Supreme Court came as both
sides await a ruling from the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals on the
government’s effort to end the case.

“We are now facing a legal case where the district court is considering
a matter, the Ninth Circuit is considering the same matter, and the
Supreme Court has been asked to consider the matter,” says Phil
Gregory, the youth’s co-counsel. “Every legal scholar I’ve talked to says
they have never seen this before. It’s unprecedented.”

In July, when the Supreme Court justices declined to intercede, calling
it “premature,” they also noted the “breadth” of some of the claims
were “striking,” and that there are “substantial grounds for a difference
of opinion.” The justices cautioned U.S. District Judge Ann Aiken to
“take these concerns into account” when moving toward trial.

On Monday, in a sweeping ruling, Aiken rejected the government’s
efforts to limit the case, although granted the government’s request to

http://climatecasechart.com/case/juliana-v-united-states/?cn-reloaded=1
https://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/571d109b04426270152febe0/t/5b5f6e246d2a734c55c26e57/1532980772367/18A65+United+States.+v.+USDC+OR+Order.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/571d109b04426270152febe0/t/5bc4e0faec212d9c2d30cc27/1539629317904/2018.10.15+JULIANA+ORDER+ON+MJP+AND+MSJ.pdf
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dismiss President Trump as a defendant. She ordered the case to
proceed to trial as scheduled.

In the government’s new filing, Francisco argued that Aiken had failed
to follow the high court’s admonishment to “meaningfully narrow” the
case. He also harshly criticized the lawsuit, arguing that not only has
the case cost “taxpayers millions of dollars” as government lawyers
prepare for the court battle, but that the lawsuit itself is merely an
“attempt to redirect federal environmental and energy policies
through the courts rather than through the political process.”

The government also moved this week, in a filing dated Oct. 15, to
exclude climate experts from testifying for the plaintiffs because the
government does not dispute their conclusions about climate change.
That was a day after Trump, in an interview with CBS’s 60 Minutes,
conceded that “something’s happening” to the climate, but added: “I
don’t know that it’s man-made.”

P R E S I D E N T  T RUM P  S I G N S  B I L L  TO
C L E A N  U P  O C E A N  P L A ST I C S
October 12, 2018

President Trump called out other nations, including China and Japan,
for “making our oceans into their landfills” when he signed legislation
last week to improve efforts to clean up plastic trash from the world’s
oceans.

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/donald-trump-full-interview-60-minutes-transcript-lesley-stahl-2018-10-14/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2018/06/plastic-planet-waste-pollution-trash-crisis/


1/16/19, 6'43 PMA running list of how President Trump is changing environmental policy

Page 19 of 133https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/how-trump-is-changing-science-environment/

“As president, I will continue to do everything I can to stop other
nations from making our oceans into their landfills,” Trump said at a
White House signing ceremony. “That’s why I’m please—very pleased, I
must say—to put my signature on this important legislation.”

The law, passed with bipartisan support, amends the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration’s Marine Debris Act and funds the
program through 2022. The law fosters efforts to clean up plastic trash
from the world’s oceans and encourages federal trade negotiators to
prod “leaders of nations responsible for the majority of marine debris”
to improve management of waste that ends up in the oceans.

Trump agreed with Democratic Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, one of
the bill’s co-sponsors, that trade talks with the Philippines should
include plastic waste. “We’re okay with that,” he said. “I understand. A
lot comes from there.”

Trump also blamed other unnamed countries that “abuse the oceans”
and whose trash floats to the West Coast of the United States,”
creating, he said, “a very unfair situation.”

“It’s incredible. It’s incredible when you look at it,” Trump said. “People
don’t realize it, but all the time we’re being inundated by debris from
other countries.”

Comparatively, the beaches of the United States are among the world’s
cleanest. Kamilo Beach in Hawaii, which faces the Pacific gyre, where
ocean trash collects, is the exception. But most of the world’s plastic
trash collects in coastal regions and on beaches in developing nations
that lack adequate municipal waste collection systems.

Japan has had for years one of the world’s highest recycling rates and
earlier this year, China stopped buying the world’s trash. The United

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/regional/2018/06/06/recycling-plastic-the-japanese-way/
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/06/china-plastic-recycling-ban-solutions-science-environment/
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States was one of the top sellers of recycled plastic to China.

The president’s full remarks are here, and the text of the Save Our Seas
Act is here.

E PA  TO  D I S BA N D  A I R  P O L LU T I O N
R E V I E W  PA N E L
October 11, 2018

The Environmental Protection Agency will not continue a scientific
review panel that advises the agency about safe levels of pollution in
the air, the New York Times reports.

The 20-member Particulate Matter Review Panel has been made up of
scientists who are experts in the health dangers of soot. That panel will
no longer meet next year, though the agency declined to disclose why.

Conservation groups have complained that eliminating the panel will
make it easier to roll back pollution standards or push through other
changes with less regard to the impact on human health.

The agency has said that a seven-member panel will review federal air
standards going forward, with the goal of more revisions by 2020.
Conservationists have warned that this group currently only includes
one independent researcher and may not be robust enough to protect
public health.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-signing-s-3508-save-seas-act-2018/
https://legiscan.com/US/text/SB3508/2017
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/11/climate/epa-disbands-pollution-science-panel.html
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20(2015-2018)
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BA N  O N  M I N I N G  N E A R  Y E L LOWSTO N E
E XT E N D E D
October 8, 2018

U.S. Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke extended a ban on mining in a
30,000-acre area of his home state near Yellowstone National Park.
Known as Paradise Valley, that part of southwestern Montana is
popular with outdoor enthusiasts and tourists and is known for pricey
second homes. Attractive to mining companies in recent years, the
parcel of federal land is managed by the U.S. Forest Service.

Zinke's order extends the ban on all mineral extraction on the federal
land for another 20 years, the maximum allowed by law. The previous
Interior secretary, Sally Jewel, had enacted a two-year ban while more
studies of the area were made. Meanwhile, mining companies had
been making some exploratory efforts on nearby private land.

“I fully support multiple use of public lands, but multiple use is about
balance and knowing that not all areas are right for all uses. There are
places where it is appropriate to mine and places where it is not.
Paradise Valley is one of the areas it's not,” Zinke said when extending
the ban, as reported by The Hill.

The ban was supported by Montana's entire delegation to Congress—
who have also floated a bill to make it permanent—and had strong
bipartisan support in the state. It was opposed by the state's mining
association.

While praising the move, Aaron Weiss of the conservation group
Center for Western Priorities also noted that “Secretary Zinke always
seems to support conservation in his home state of Montana, while

https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/410414-zinke-extends-mining-ban-near-yellowstone
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/yellowstone-national-park/
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/410414-zinke-extends-mining-ban-near-yellowstone
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backing the most aggressive forms of industrial development in the
other 49 states."

Weiss pointed to recent efforts supported by Zinke to expand mining
in Bears Ears, Grand Staircase-Escalante, and the Boundary Waters as
examples of the latter.

R E P O RT:  T RUM P  A DM I N I ST RAT I O N
P R E D I C T S  7  D E G R E E S  O F  G LO BA L
WA R M I N G  BY  2 1 0 0
September 28, 2018

A Washington Post story highlights a startling footnote in a U.S.
government agency report: a forecast that global carbon emissions
will nearly double by 2100. Trump administration officials are using the
dire forecast to support a rollback of Obama-era fuel efficiency
standards that would increase U.S. carbon emissions.

The draft report, recently published by the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA), intends to justify the SAFE Vehicles
Rule, the Trump administration's proposed changes to fuel efficiency
standards for model year 2021-2026 passenger cars and light trucks.
Trump officials would prefer to freeze these average fuel economy
standards to 37 miles per gallon. The Obama-era policy would have
made these standards stricter over time, to an average of 46.7 miles
per gallon for model year 2025 vehicles.

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/12/trump-shrinks-bears-ears-grand-staircase-escalante-national-monuments/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/trump-administration-sees-a-7-degree-rise-in-global-temperatures-by-2100/2018/09/27/b9c6fada-bb45-11e8-bdc0-90f81cc58c5d_story.html?utm_term=.d32a50ccc4e6
https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.dot.gov/files/documents/ld_cafe_my2021-26_deis_0.pdf
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According to the NHTSA report, this change would increase these
vehicles' carbon emissions by nine percent from 2021 through the end
of the century, an upswing of about 7.8 billion tons of CO2. But to
minimize this impact, the report emphasizes that the rollback would
increase global CO2 levels by “just” 0.65 parts per million—from a
baseline of 789.11 parts per million.

It's this baseline estimate that's raising eyebrows. Currently, global CO2
levels are about 410 parts per million, smashing natural CO2 records
from the last 800,000 years by a third. The last time CO2 levels were
this high, roughly three million years ago, sea levels were 20 feet
higher than they are today.

Against this backdrop, setting a 2100 baseline of 789 parts per million
is astonishing. For one, this forecast assumes that the Paris Agreement
makes no dent in global CO2 levels in coming decades. The global pact
calls for limiting warming to 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit by 2100, four
degrees less than the NHTSA predicts. A full seven degrees would
mark a dramatic twist of Earth's thermostat knob: From the height of
the last ice age to now, tropical sea surface temperatures have
increased by roughly that much.

In an interview with the Washington Post, MIT Sloan School of
Management professor John Sterman called the forecast “a textbook
example of how to lie with statistics.”

“First, the administration proposes vehicle efficiency policies that
would do almost nothing [to fight climate change],” he said. “Then [the
administration] makes their impact seem even smaller by comparing
their proposals to what would happen if the entire world does
nothing.”

The Trump administration says the rule is a necessary safety fix,

https://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-report/ar5/wg1/WG1AR5_Chapter05_FINAL.pdf
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi?Dockey=P100V26H.pdf
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arguing that it would lower the cost of newer vehicles and thus
encourage people to get newer, safer cars. In an August 2018 story in
the New York Times, outside experts questioned these arguments.

E PA  R E P E A L S  O BA M A- E RA  M E T H A N E
RU L E S
September 18, 2018

This week, the Trump administration Environmental Protection Agency
announced final new rollbacks to Obama-era climate change policy,
reducing requirements on oil and gas companies to monitor and
mitigate releases of methane from wells and other operations.

Methane is an extremely potent greenhouse gas and regularly seeps
from energy activities. Some in the industry had complained that the
Obama-era rules were too burdensome.

The Interior Department is also expected to soon release a plan to
return to allowing companies to intentionally flare off methane, an
activity that environmentalists had said was wasteful and contributing
to carbon emissions.

Kathleen Sgamma, president of the Western Energy Alliance, praised
the new changes to the New York Times. The Obama rules were "a
record-keeping nightmare that was technically impossible to execute
in the field,” she told the paper. Yet environmentalists warn that more
leaks will lead to more pollution.

The rules allow companies to follow laxer state guidelines and
decrease the time required between inspections of equipment and for

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/02/climate/trump-fuel-economy.html
https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/Final%20Rule%20-1004-AE53%20-%20%20Ready%20for%20OFR%209.18.18_508%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/10/climate/methane-emissions-epa.html
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repairing leaks. The 2016 rule was expected to cost the industry $530
million by 2025. Yet the Obama administration had estimated that the
fuel being wasted by leaks actually costs taxpayers $330 million a year
in lost natural gas royalties.

When the new EPA rule was announced attorneys general in California
and New Mexico filed suit, challenging the change.

 

T RUM P  E PA  U N V E I L S  P L A N  TO  N U L L I F Y
F E D E RA L  RU L E S  O N  C OA L  P OW E R
P L A N T S
August 21, 2018

As a candidate, one of Donald Trump’s signature promises was to
weaken air pollution rules on coal-fired power plants. In a speech in
West Virginia Tuesday, President Trump detailed the Environmental
Protection Agency’s plan to reverse Obama Administration rules
designed to curtail coal emissions of carbon dioxide and methane that
contribute to climate change.

The Trump Administration’s new plan—called the Affordable Clean
Energy rule—dismantles Obama’s federal rules over all American coal
plants and gives regulating authority to each state. Some states, like
California, may propose even harsher targets. But others, such as coal-
rich states like West Virginia and Pennsylvania, are likely to loosen

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/11092018/methane-flaring-rules-oil-gas-industry-climate-change-obama-trump-epa-rollback
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press-docs/18-05712-california-v-zinke-complaint.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-proposes-affordable-clean-energy-ace-rule
https://www.cnn.com/2018/08/21/politics/epa-climate-power-plants-trump-west-virginia/index.html
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emissions regulations that coal industry leaders have called
burdensome and expensive.

Despite legal challenges to the Obama plan, known as the Clean Power
Plan, coal plants have declined in recent years. Since 2010, more than
200 American coal plants have been retired or taken offline. In that
time, other energy sources including renewables like wind and solar
have become more cost-effective and reliable. Yet Trump’s rules are
likely to most affect aging coal plants across the country that pollute
the most, making them more cost effective to run longer.

The move is likely to have a lasting effect on climate change. The U.S. is
the second biggest emitter of greenhouse gasses. Obama’s Clean
Power Plan had intended to cut U.S. emissions 32 percent below 2005
levels by 2030. By the same measure, the Trump plan is expected to
cut emissions only as much as 1.5 percent.

After the rule is submitted to the Federal Register, the public will have
60 days to comment before it is finalized. Environmental groups are
expected to challenge it in court.

T RUM P  A N N O U N C E S  P L A N  TO  W E A K E N
O BA M A- E RA  F U E L  E C O N OMY  RU L E S
August 2, 2018

The Trump administration announced a long-expected plan to
dismantle an Obama-era policy that would have increased vehicle
mileage standards for cars made over the next decade. The Obama
rules were intended to limit vehicle emissions of greenhouse gasses

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-06-18/coal-plants-keep-shutting-despite-trump-s-order-to-rescue-them
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-proposes-affordable-clean-energy-ace-rule
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/2018/08/01/90c818ac-9125-11e8-8322-b5482bf5e0f5_story.html
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that contribute to climate change.

The vehicle emissions standards had been one of the signature policies
of the Obama administration to confront climate change. They
required light cars made after 2012 to become almost twice as efficient
by 2025—averaging nearly 54 miles per gallon—in hopes of saving
billions of barrels of oil needed to burn for fuel.

The Trump administration proposal, announced by both the
Department or Transportation and the Environmental Protection
Agency, wouldn't nix the rules entirely but would halt the mileage
targets at 34 miles per gallon by 2021. Beyond that number, some
automakers complained, the targets would be too difficult to reach,
and the added expense to innovate technology and alter production
lines would cost jobs and increase prices for car buyers.

Other carmakers approved of the Obama rules, acknowledging that
even if they were burdensome, they leveled the playing field for all
automakers in all states, ensuring that no company could sell cheaper,
less-efficient cars while others tried to innovate.

DOT and EPA officials cited passenger safety as their primary objective
in rolling back the rules. People who owned more efficient cars would
drive more, they said, putting them at greater risk of accidents. They
also said that cars with better mileage would delay people from
getting new cars with enhanced safety features. Some experts
interviewed by the New York Times expressed skepticism at these
explanations.

The Trump administration's move sets up a legal battle with more than
a dozen states, led by California, that have passed their own set of
higher fuel standards. Despite the relief from the Trump
Administration's move, several companies have urged the

https://www.epa.gov/regulations-emissions-vehicles-and-engines/safer-and-affordable-fuel-efficient-vehicles-proposed
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/08/02/climate/trump-fuel-economy.html
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administration to return to negotiations with states to agree on a
uniform set of standards across the country. They argued that a
fragmented system between federal and state rules, like the one
Trump's rollback creates, would be a worst-case scenario.

S U P R E M E  C O U RT  L E T S  C H I L D R E N ' S
C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  L AWS U I T  MOV E  TO
T R I A L
July 30, 2018

Juliana v. United States, a lawsuit filed by 21 children against the
federal government over climate change, is headed to trial later this
year, after the Supreme Court rejected the Trump Administration’s
efforts to derail the case.

In a four-sentence order issued July 30, Justice Anthony Kennedy
rejected the government’s request that the case be stayed as
“premature.” Kennedy noted that the “breadth of the (children’s) claim
is striking…” But he cautioned that the complicated case presents
“substantial grounds for difference of opinion” and warned the trial
court to “take these concerns into account in assessing the burdens of
discovery and trial…”

The trial is scheduled to begin October 29 in Eugene, Oregon.

The children’s suit, filed in federal court in 2015 by the non-profit Our
Children’s Trust, alleges that the government has failed to protect
Earth from the effects of climate change, putting the lives of future
generations at risk and violating their basic constitutional rights to life,

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/kids-sue-us-government-climate-change/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/orders/courtorders/073018zr_8mjp.pdf
https://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/
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liberty, and property.

The Obama Administration sought unsuccessfully to have the case
dismissed, arguing remedies for climate change are better addressed
by Congress than in court. The Trump Administration was named as a
defendant in the case in January 2017. In March, Trump Administration
lawyers filed the first of several attempts to have the case dismissed or
delayed. None succeeded, prompting the appeal to the high court.

T RUM P  O F F I C I A L S  S E T  A S I D E  E V I D E N C E
O F  N AT I O N A L  MO N UM E N T S '
S U C C E S S E S
July 23, 2018

As the Trump administration downsized Utah's Bears Ears and Grand
Staircase-Escalante National Monuments and reviewed dozens more,
U.S. Department of the Interior officials dismissed evidence that the
monument designations brought benefits, the Washington Post

reports.

On July 16, the Interior Department's Freedom of Information Act team
uploaded thousands of pages of documents that had not been
completely redacted. The next day, officials took down these
documents and replaced them.

The erroneously un-redacted documents contain facts that cast some
monuments in a positive light. One 2017 analysis by the Bureau of Land

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/08/national-monuments-under-review-trump-interior-maps/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/trump-administration-officials-dismissed-benefits-of-national-monuments/2018/07/23/5b8b1666-8b9a-11e8-a345-a1bf7847b375_story.html?utm_term=.a78d593c4244
https://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/documents/national/grand-staircase-escalante-national-monument-analysis/3113/
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Management mentioned that once Grand Staircase-Escalante became
a national monument, the annual rate of archaeological listings in the
area more than doubled, and vandalism dropped. In December 2017,
President Trump moved to shrink the monument by 46 percent.

In another document, Interior Department official Randal Bowman
recommended deleting fishing data from an assessment of the
Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument. The
administration reviewed the Atlantic Ocean monument—which
President Obama created in 2016—amid concerns that the monument's
ban on fishing hurt local fishers.

Bowman sought to nix data showing that from 2005 to 2014, about
two-thirds of the area's shipping vessels generated less than five
percent of their annual landings from the waters that became the
monument.

“This section is based on information provided by NOAA and the
Fishery Management Council, and so can be presumed accurate,” he
wrote in a comment. “However, including all this information undercuts
the case for the ban being harmful.”

According to legal experts interviewed by the Post, Trump officials
could argue that the intended redactions fall under the “deliberative
privilege” exemption of the Freedom of Information Act. That clause
aims to protect executive branch staffers as they honestly discuss and
hone policies.

A N I M A L S  P R O T E C T E D  B Y  T H E  E N D A N G E R E DA N I M A L S  P R O T E C T E D  B Y  T H E  E N D A N G E R E D
S P E C I E S  A C TS P E C I E S  A C T

https://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/documents/national/grand-staircase-escalante-national-monument-analysis/3113/
https://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/documents/national/interior-official-suggests-deleting-fishing-data-that-undercuts-administrations-position/3112/
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1 / 27

A rare Santa Catalina Island fox, Urocyon littoralis catalinae, at Catalina Island Conservancy.

P H O T O G R A P H  B Y  J O E L  S A R T O R E ,  N A T I O N A L  G E O G R A P H I C  P H O T O  A R K

T RUM P  O F F I C I A L S  P RO P O S E
RO L L BAC K S  O F  E N DA N G E R E D  S P E C I E S
AC T  RU L E S
July 19, 2018

V I E W  S L I D E S H O W
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On Thursday, the Trump administration unveiled a proposal that would
make several key changes to the Endangered Species Act—the 1973
law that has served as a bulwark against the bald eagle's extinction,
among thousands of other species.

The plan calls for nixing a rule that forbids referring to the economic
impacts of listing an endangered or threatened species. That said, the
plan makes pains to say that determinations would still be based only
on biological considerations. It also would give regulators greater
freedom to avoid designating critical habitat for threatened and
endangered species.

It also would tweak how the risks facing threatened species—which
aren't endangered yet but could be in the foreseeable future—would
be weighed. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service would constrain the
definition of “foreseeable future” to “only so far into the future as the
Services can reasonably determine that the conditions potentially
posing a danger of extinction in the foreseeable future are probable.”

What's more, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has proposed
eliminating the blanket section 4(d) rule. Since the 1970s, this FWS
policy gave threatened species all the protections given to
endangered species, which face a more immediate risk of extinction,
by default.

Unlike FWS, NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service tacks on
protections for threatened species one by one. The new proposal calls
on FWS to adopt NOAA's case-by-case approach for future listings of
threatened species. The hundreds of threatened plants and animals
that currently have blanket 4(d) protections will continue to have
them, according to FWS.

Already, environmental groups are strongly criticizing the plan.

https://www.fws.gov/endangered/pdf/20180718_proposed_424_signed.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/improving_ESA/regulation-revisions.html
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“These proposals would slam a wrecking ball into the most crucial
protections for our most endangered wildlife,” added Brett Hartl,
government affairs director at the Center for Biological Diversity, in a
statement. “If these regulations had been in place in the 1970s, the
bald eagle and the gray whale would be extinct today. If they’re
finalized now, Zinke will go down in history as the extinction secretary.”

The proposed changes will be posted to the Federal Register in a
matter of days. The Trump administration has invited public comment
on the rules, which will be open for 60 days on regulations.gov after
they are posted.

E PA  A DM I N I ST RATO R  S C OT T  P RU I T T
R E S I G N S
July 5, 2018

EPA administrator Scott Pruitt resigned on Thursday, ending the
tenure of the most divisive U.S. environmental lead in decades.

Pruitt's resignation, confirmed by President Trump in a statement on
Twitter, comes after months of criticism and an ever-growing pile of
ethics scandals.

Media reports found that Pruitt had racked up hundreds of thousands
of dollars in first-class flights, a $43,000 soundproof office phone
booth, and more than $1,500 in fountain pens. A recent CNN report
also alleges that Pruitt made his staff omit parts of his schedule from

https://www.biologicaldiversity.org/
http://regulations.gov/
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1014956568129892352
https://www.axios.com/go-deeper-the-most-bizarre-scott-pruitt-scandals-5e7778c7-3b61-4188-92e1-5d45dc32a1fd.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/06/03/politics/ip-forecast-scott-pruitt/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/07/02/politics/scott-pruitt-whistleblower-secret-calendar/index.html
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the public record.

Pruitt also caught fire for asking his staff for personal help. Pruitt
reportedly asked his unprecedentedly large security detail to turn on
their emergency lights as he ran late to a meal at a chic D.C. French
restaurant. He also asked his detail to track down his favorite lotion,
and he asked his top aides to retrieve his dry cleaning, pick up snacks,
track down used hotel mattresses, and help find his wife a job.

Beyond his cavalcade of scandals, Pruitt also brought abrupt changes
to U.S. environmental policy.

He halted an Obama-era request that fossil-fuel producers track
methane emissions and overruled EPA scientists' plea to ban the
insecticide chlorpyrifos. While Pruitt's EPA moved to make the water
contaminant PFAS a national priority, officials also reportedly sought
to delay a CDC report about the compound's toxicity.

The EPA under Pruitt moved hastily to end the Obama administration's
signature environmental policies. Pruitt stalled the Clean Power Plan,
the Obama administration's effort to regulate power-plant emissions;
wanted to weaken 2022-2025 car fuel economy standards; delayed the
“Waters of the United States” rule for two years; and wanted to
downwardly revise the “social cost of carbon,” a crucial stat when
weighing the costs and benefits of fighting climate change.

Pruitt also advocated for the U.S. to leave the Paris climate accords
—leaving the U.S. globally isolated on what scientists broadly agree is
an environmental crisis.

In a contentious letter recently published in the Journal of the

American Medical Association, two Harvard University researchers
argue that the Trump administration's environmental policies, as

https://www.cnn.com/2018/07/02/politics/scott-pruitt-whistleblower-secret-calendar/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/05/business/epa-officials-questioned-scott-pruitt.html
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/03032017/scott-pruitt-environmental-protection-agency-methane-greenhouse-gas-climate-change
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/29/us/politics/epa-insecticide-chlorpyrifos.html
https://www.epa.gov/pfas/epa-actions-address-pfas
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/05/14/emails-white-house-interfered-with-science-study-536950
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/07/climate/scott-pruitt-epa-rollbacks.html
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-pruitt-ghg-emissions-standards-cars-and-light-trucks-should-be
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-and-army-finalize-waters-united-states-applicability-date
https://www.economist.com/united-states/2017/11/16/the-epa-is-rewriting-the-most-important-number-in-climate-economics
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/06/climate-change-paris-agreement-map/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2684596?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social_jama&utm_term=1585129396&utm_content=followers-article_engagement-image_stock&utm_campaign=article_alert&linkId=52856999
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championed by Pruitt, could kill an additional 80,000 people per
decade when compared to prior policy.

Deputy EPA administrator Andrew Wheeler, a former coal lobbyist, is
now acting EPA administrator. He is widely expected to continue
Pruitt’s policies.

W H I T E  H O U S E  C U T S  N A SA  C L I M AT E
MO N I TO R I N G  P RO G RA M
May 9, 2018

Science magazine reports that the Trump administration has ended
NASA's Carbon Monitoring System, a $10-million-per-year effort to
fund pilot programs intended to improve the monitoring of global
carbon emissions.

Congress directed the CMS's creation in 2010, but as Science reporter
Paul Voosen notes, the March 2018 spending deal didn't specifically
dedicate funds to the program—giving the White House sufficient
latitude to wind it down. Researchers say that CMS-supported work is
particularly relevant to the global Paris Agreement, especially for
verifying whether the nations of the world are actually meeting their
pledges to reduce carbon emissions.

“If you cannot measure emissions reductions, you cannot be confident
that countries are adhering to the agreement,” said Kelly Sims
Gallagher, a Tufts University climate policy expert, in an interview with
Science.

The move marks the latest efforts of the Trump administration, which

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/05/climate/wheeler-epa-pruitt.html
http://science.sciencemag.org/content/360/6389/586.full
https://carbon.nasa.gov/
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20180319/DIV%20B%20CJS%20SOM-%20FY18-OMNI.OCR.pdf
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/11/were-still-in-paris-climate-agreement-coalition-bonn-cop23/?beta=true
http://fletcher.tufts.edu/Fletcher_Directory/Directory/Faculty%20Profile?personkey=3D0D3EF2-98C9-40C5-9BE9-EB072A28ED6F
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has rejected the Paris Agreement and an array of prior U.S. climate
policies, to downsize NASA's climate science program. The White
House has repeatedly called for the elimination of CMS and several
other NASA climate missions, including the planned PACE, OCO-3, and
CLARREO Pathfinder instruments. Trump officials also advocate the
shutdown of the Earth-viewing instruments aboard DSCOVR, which
have taken high-res pictures of our planet's sunlit half nearly every
hour since July 2015.

Despite the closure of CMS, NASA will continue to operate several
climate-monitoring satellites, and the agency is scheduled to launch
two climate instruments to the International Space Station by the end
of 2018. “The winding down of the CMS research program does not
curb NASA’s ability or commitment to monitoring carbon and its
effects on our changing planet," said NASA spokesperson Steve Cole in
a statement to National Geographic.

Yet researchers contend that without CMS's support, research into how
to make sense of these data will slow.

“The topic of climate mitigation and carbon monitoring is maybe not
the highest priority now in the United States,” said University of
Maryland climate scientist George Hurtt, the CMS science team leader,
in an interview with Science. “But it is almost everywhere else.”

Correction: A previous version of this post incorrectly attributed a

quote to Harvard University scientist Daniel Jacob. The quote is

actually from University of Maryland scientist George Hurtt.

https://pace.gsfc.nasa.gov/
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/missions/orbiting-carbon-observatory-3-oco-3/
https://clarreo.larc.nasa.gov/about-pathfinder.html
https://epic.gsfc.nasa.gov/
https://epic.gsfc.nasa.gov/
https://www.nasa.gov/image-feature/nasa-captures-epic-earth-image
https://oco.jpl.nasa.gov/
https://jointmission.gsfc.nasa.gov/
https://eospso.nasa.gov/missions/global-ecosystem-dynamics-investigation-lidar
https://ecostress.jpl.nasa.gov/
https://geog.umd.edu/facultyprofile/Hurtt/George
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E PA  I S S U E S  C O N T ROV E R S I A L  RU L E  O N
S C I E N C E  ' T RA N S PA R E N C Y '
April 24, 2018

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott Pruitt proposed
a rule Tuesday that would only allow the agency to consider in its rule
making scientific studies for which the underlying data are made
available publicly. “The science that we use is going to be transparent.
It’s going to be reproducible,” Pruitt told reporters.

Industry and conservative groups have called for this change for some
time, while some environmental groups warn that it could reduce the
EPA's ability to consider all the evidence available when making rules
on tough questions like power plant emissions and the safety of
everything from pesticides to consumer products.

In a letter, nearly 1,000 scientists (many of whom used to work at the
EPA) asked Pruitt to abandon the proposal, which they said “would
greatly weaken EPA's ability to comprehensively consider the scientific
evidence.” Much of the data that would be excluded is based on
reviews of personal health information, which is often not publicly
available because of privacy laws or practical challenges.

“This proposal would mean throwing out the studies we rely on to
protect the public, for no good reason,” said Betsy Southerland, a
longtime EPA scientist, in a press release from the Union of Concerned
Scientists. “This would have an enormous and negative impact on the
EPA’s ability to enforce the law and protect people’s health.
Administrator Pruitt can’t carry out the basic responsibilities of his job
if he insists that his agency ignore the evidence.”

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2018/04/24/pruitt-to-unveil-controversial-transparency-rule-limiting-what-research-epa-can-use/?utm_term=.5e90eedade19
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__email.prnewswire.com_wf_click-3Fupn-3DR3XyahOfRiW9vRgKoRfNltkhNx4bVT909uyZrOA2JrQVckCVFdOgxWI5qHTX1fZYy3sPR7Y0QvZs3vPP2Wp5NvKih-2D2BHYnx-2D2F1GvSijnxKlOk6-2D2By20nOS0g1zK0w1KbEv7Jl0a8iKK3QriRTWoBb5pb9-2D2BFFWARzipVdJaztlxT8i-2D2FHLmhgOrI1wC97aw45-2D2BKeuuGaZVMqniif5QvwPuVCxY4FD67IDUZBxBYbVn04x-2D2FqWv9Ps7ufeiTNxId-2D2F5c7sqLUfNCrFR47LQIcki8zArkpA-2D3D-2D3D-5Fq0q7NKof0kvd4zm4f5R6zFzrGCosSE6teOno-2D2F-2D2F9NO19fB7QSQPoOWYr-2D2F1R3fuw8EZSDqNCbuU66KUTP-2D2FzPtSuuwCnKPr1npbexeUDAi-2D2BwNEsxV9u4IAQ6bedYHKaRSm7jee0m6bWtq37-2D2FOQjxk0G2QIeoy7NIHZAuJ45DjGMVFhKLQCpLeJ6YIDn6abC7xhgM-2D2FKA498nkz17z8hmJ4IpJ7A13p8MgsB9P3ZWLr8ZxPoXh8lrPJoVKAXbfKZaYZzTt40HmKEoTj5xtKJ9Q7QE4gTzweaS9ktMDnCbPGeymDJ6CEXyo4eL3JqXCsm8l-2D2Ff1&d=DwMFaQ&c=uw6TLu4hwhHdiGJOgwcWD4AjKQx6zvFcGEsbfiY9-EI&r=YvQx9zgFl9iZpXAswLhVDVvmWPJIY7k_NZVquyWT-DI&m=9EwwIDYGZ-OiymIukk99znkR61HTI2NOaKhgAHM0mOQ&s=EqM7h6guAQJryvZ2QzRh8A7CJJe83SNtJ6Z0_NZM9Yk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__email.prnewswire.com_wf_click-3Fupn-3DR3XyahOfRiW9vRgKoRfNltkhNx4bVT909uyZrOA2JrQVckCVFdOgxWI5qHTX1fZYy3sPR7Y0QvZs3vPP2Wp5NvKih-2D2BHYnx-2D2F1GvSijnxKlOk6-2D2By20nOS0g1zK0w1KbEv7Jl0a8iKK3QriRTWoBb5pb9-2D2BFFWARzipVdJaztlxT8i-2D2FHLmhgOrI1wC97aw45-2D2BKeuuGaZVMqniif5QvwPuVCxY4FD67IDUZBxBYbVn04x-2D2FqVgU6yQwel9cbNtcv3zgIv6iEmmxO4SpIBgS9l8MbGR4A-2D3D-2D3D-5Fq0q7NKof0kvd4zm4f5R6zFzrGCosSE6teOno-2D2F-2D2F9NO19fB7QSQPoOWYr-2D2F1R3fuw8EZSDqNCbuU66KUTP-2D2FzPtSuuwCnKPr1npbexeUDAi-2D2BwNEsxV9u4IAQ6bedYHKaRSm7jee0m6bWtq37-2D2FOQjxk0G2QIeoy7NIHZAuJ45DjGMVFjtr827apfZ5NTNuy7Kgc8fMyFmF-2D2BOOWEI6S6YQOlZ20i-2D2BD4zca348i0C-2D2BP-2D2B9i7FTk6NltKDGqvPjjvUuw9DWnQq7YvX-2D2FvL-2D2Bh1PgktAnmDxAaUSjytVNfsx6JNCkSsAcOebEXXSGp0Ip88feTARMmD1&d=DwMFaQ&c=uw6TLu4hwhHdiGJOgwcWD4AjKQx6zvFcGEsbfiY9-EI&r=YvQx9zgFl9iZpXAswLhVDVvmWPJIY7k_NZVquyWT-DI&m=9EwwIDYGZ-OiymIukk99znkR61HTI2NOaKhgAHM0mOQ&s=ww4i77MLN2njfTKz6sxBpnJ84jijQf-G1oHl8gyxLx0&e=
https://www.ucsusa.org/news/press-release/scientists-oppose-new-pruitt-restrictions
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The rule change is subject to a 30-day public comment period.

T H R E AT E N E D  S P E C I E S  P ROT E C T I O N
RU L E  U N D E R  R E V I E W
April 2, 2018

The White House is currently reviewing a regulation that some
environmental groups fear could nix protections granted to nearly 300
threatened species.

In a surprise rule change submitted on Monday, the U.S. Department of
the Interior has proposed removing what's called the “blanket section
4(d) rule.” Since the 1970s, this U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)
policy has stated that by default, threatened species receive the full
protections of the Endangered Species Act (ESA).

The ESA affords wide-ranging protections to species on the brink of
extinction, barring everything from outright poaching to coming too
close to the species in the wild. These restrictions don't automatically
apply to threatened species, but section 4(d) of the ESA says that
departments can protect threatened species at their discretion.

Historically, different departments have used this discretion in
different ways. By default, FWS's blanket section 4(d) rule gives
threatened species every ESA protection, which regulators then clarify
and whittle down. When the National Marine Fisheries Service lists a
threatened species, however, it adds protections bit by bit.

The proposed removal of the blanket section 4(d) rule concerns
environmental groups because it's possible that the move would

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=127967
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jeopardize protections for hundreds of threatened species, which
aren't yet facing the threat of extinction but could in the future.

According to the Center for Biological Diversity, an environmental
advocacy group, 294 species listed as threatened by the FWS are
afforded protections only because of the blanket rule. The affected
species include the northern spotted owl, the southern sea otter, the
spotted seal, as well as eight species of coral and numerous plants.

“How are they going to deal with the species that are already listed as
threatened?” asks Noah Greenwald, the endangered species director
of the Center for Biological Diversity. “I think that's pretty critical,
because there's no way they can publish 300 individual rules ... This
certainly looks like a regulatory rollback.”

That said, the rule change's impact remains unclear. The proposed
regulation hasn't been released, and once it is, it will be subject to a
period of public comment. The Interior Department has not yet
responded to National Geographic's emailed questions about the
proposed rule change.

“The Center for Biological Diversity thinks it's the worst-case scenario—
it's hard for me to assume that,” says Defenders of Wildlife vice
president Bob Dreher, an FWS associate director during the Obama
administration. “We are of course concerned, and we're going to be
watching it very, very carefully.”

In gearing up for the rule change, the Trump administration appears to
be responding to two legal petitions filed in 2016 by the Pacific Legal
Foundation—a conservative public-interest law firm—on behalf of the
Washington Cattlemen's Association and the National Federation of
Independent Businesses.

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-of-the-day/2009/12/northern-spotted-owl-pod-best09/?beta=true
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/
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The groups argue that by giving threatened species all ESA
protections as a default, the blanket rule functionally eliminates the
distinction between endangered and threatened species. They say the
arrangement illegally flouts Congress and penalizes private
landowners.

Jonathan Wood, an attorney with the Pacific Legal Foundation,
maintains that rescinding the blanket rule won't hurt conservation. He
argues that if threatened species have fewer protections than
endangered species, then private landowners have an incentive to
help endangered species recover to threatened status—since the
upgrade in status removes onerous regulations. (Read more about the
debate over the Endangered Species Act.)

“Recovery for endangered species is abysmally low ... By varying the
protections, you better align the incentives of the property owners
with the incentives of the endangered species,” he says. “Ideally, we
boost that recovery rate.”

Environmental groups and Wood disagree vehemently on the ESA's
efficacy. But they agree on one major point: the text of the regulation
may take months to be released, and until then, it's unclear how
threatened species will be treated.

“Without seeing the proposed rule and the reasons it gives, it's hard to
say too much,” says Wood.

That said, Dreher offers a word of caution to the Department of the
Interior: “If they take an approach which leaves threatened species
arbitrarily unprotected, you can be sure that we and other
organizations will sue.”

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/02/endangered-species-act-under-fire-congress-trump-administration/?beta=true
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E PA  STA RT S  RO L L BAC K  O F  C A R
E M I S S I O N S  STA N DA R D S
April 2, 2018

In a press release, EPA administrator Scott Pruitt announced that the
U.S. government would revisit the Obama administration's fuel
efficiency standards for cars and light-duty trucks—the first step in a
rollback of one of the U.S.'s biggest efforts to curb carbon emissions.

In July 2011, President Obama announced he would tighten regulations
of vehicle greenhouse gas emissions, with rules that were first finalized
in August 2012. Under Obama-era policy, cars and light-duty trucks
would be required to have average fuel efficiencies equivalent to 54.5
miles per gallon by model year 2025.

About a sixth of U.S. greenhouse gas emissions in 2016 came from
passenger cars and light-duty trucks. Overall, the Obama program
would've reduced greenhouse gas emissions by 6 billion metric tons
—more than the total CO2 the U.S. emitted in 2016.

The EPA committed to finishing a midterm evaluation of the 2022-2025
standards by no later than April 1, 2018. On January 12, 2017, outgoing
Obama EPA administrator Gina McCarthy finalized the evaluation and
reaffirmed the stringent emissions standards.

At the time, car manufacturers argued that the 2022-2025 standards
were unrealistic, expensive, and politically rushed. The Trump
administration has enthusiastically echoed these sentiments; it
restarted the midterm evaluation in March 2017.

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-pruitt-ghg-emissions-standards-cars-and-light-trucks-should-be
https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/obama-administration-finalizes-historic-545-mpg-fuel-efficiency-standards
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-01/documents/2018_complete_report.pdf
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“The Obama administration's determination was wrong,” Pruitt said in
a statement. “Obama’s EPA cut the Midterm Evaluation process short
with politically charged expediency, made assumptions about the
standards that didn’t comport with reality, and set the standards too
high.”

Automakers struck a guardedly pleased tone in releases about the
announcement, seemingly leery that they may be getting more
rollbacks out of the Trump EPA than they originally bargained for.
Already, environmental and public health groups are voicing fierce
opposition.

“Starting a process to weaken clean car standards marks yet another
step backward from the fight to curb climate change,” said Harold P.
Wimmer, the national president and CEO of the American Lung
Association, in a statement. “Climate change poses serious threats to
millions of people, especially to some of the most vulnerable
Americans, including children, older adults and those living with
chronic diseases such as asthma.”

“Pruitt’s rollback of the EPA clean car standards is a U-turn in the fight
against climate change. We don’t know exactly how far the agency will
back-track until they publish new standards, but we can be sure that it
will make achieving a low-carbon transportation system more difficult
and likely more expensive,” wrote Luke Tonachel, the clean vehicles
director for the Natural Resources Defense Council, in a statement.

Globally, lowering U.S. emissions standards could bolster other
countries to weaken their own emissions standards. Within the U.S., a
rollback would set up a legal trench war between the EPA and the
state of California. Under a waiver it received at the dawn of the EPA,
California has the authority to set its own, more stringent emissions
standards. Twelve other states and the District of Columbia—in all, a

https://autoalliance.org/2018/04/02/auto-alliance-statement-response-epas-announcement-midterm-review-fuel-economy-ghg-program/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/29/climate/epa-cafe-auto-pollution-rollback.html
http://www.lung.org/about-us/media/press-releases/strong-clean-car-standards.html
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/luke-tonachel/roadmap-low-carbon-transportation
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/luke-tonachel/pruitt-moves-weaken-clean-car-standards
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third of the U.S. population—follow California's lead.

“We’re ready to file suit if needed to protect these critical standards
and to fight the administration’s war on our environment,” said
California Attorney General Xavier Becerra in a statement. “California
didn’t become the sixth-largest economy in the world by spectating.”

Z I N K E  O F F E R S  S U P P O RT  F O R  G R I Z Z L I E S
I N  N O RT H  C A S C A D E S
March 23, 2018

In a move that pleased conservationists and infuriated cattlemen,
Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke announced his support for efforts
to return the grizzly bear to the North Cascades ecosystem.

"The grizzly bear is part of the environment, as it once was here. It's
part of a healthy environment," he said according to The Seattle Times.

Zinke said that by the end of 2018, U.S. officials would complete a plan
for returning the grizzly bear to the North Cascades, a rugged
ecosystem that straddles the U.S. state of Washington and the
Canadian province of British Columbia. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service estimates that fewer than 50 grizzly bears now live in the
region, which is isolated from other grizzly populations in North
America.

In 2013, the Fish and Wildlife Service found that the North Cascades
grizzly bear warranted an endangered listing under the Endangered
Species Act. The following year, the Seattle Times reports that the
Obama administration announced a three-year recovery study. In 2017,

https://oag.ca.gov/news/press-releases/attorney-general-becerra-epa%E2%80%99s-assault-federal-greenhouse-gas-emission-standards
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/interior-secretary-ryan-zinke-throws-support-behind-grizzly-bear-recovery-in-north-cascades/
https://www.fws.gov/mountain-prairie/es/grizzlyBear.php
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/2013_11_22_CNOR.pdf
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the study was halted; now, with Zinke's support, it will presumably
continue.

F E M A  E X P E L S  " C L I M AT E  C H A N G E "
F ROM  ST RAT E G I C  P L A N
March 16, 2018

NPR reports that the U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency has
stricken “climate change” and associated verbiage from its strategic
plan, on the heels of one of the most expensive years of natural
disasters in modern U.S. history.

The plan, published on March 15, says that one of the agency’s major
strategic goals is to “ready the nation for catastrophic disasters.” As
NPR noted, it does discuss the potential for rising disaster costs:

Disaster costs are expected to continue to increase due to rising
natural hazard risk, decaying critical infrastructure, and economic
pressures that limit investments in risk resilience. As good stewards of
taxpayer dollars, FEMA must ensure that our programs are fiscally
sound. Additionally, we will consider new pathways to long-term
disaster risk reduction, including increased investments in pre-disaster
mitigation.

In a statement to NPR, FEMA Public Affairs Director William Booher
said that “this strategic plan fully incorporates future risks from all
hazards regardless of cause.”

https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/03/15/594140026/fema-drops-climate-change-from-its-strategic-plan
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/11/2017-hurricane-season-most-expensive-us-history-spd/?beta=true
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In the plan, FEMA does not elaborate on the causes of “rising natural
hazard risk,” which include human-caused climate change. As National
Geographic previously reported, two recent studies found that the
record rainfall from Hurricane Harvey—which cost roughly $125 billion—
got a 15-percent boost thanks to climate change. The studies also
found that climate change roughly tripled the odds of a storm of
Harvey’s intensity.

The threats of climate change featured in FEMA strategic plans drafted
under the Obama administration, as well as earlier ones. In a 2008
strategic plan drafted under the George W. Bush administration, then-
FEMA director R. David Paulison said that future years “will likely
present our nation with equally challenging events, including
technological incidents, terrorist attacks, natural disasters, or extreme
weather events spawned by global warming.”

E PA  MU L L S  S H A K E - U P  TO
E N V I RO N M E N TA L  R E S E A RC H
P RO G RA M
February 26, 2018

The Trump administration is thinking about reorganizing an EPA group
that funds research on children’s health and environmental health
disparities affecting minorities and the poor.

According to the proposal, the EPA would consolidate its National
Center for Environmental Research (NCER), a branch of the EPA’s Office
of Research and Development, with two other offices related to grant-
making. The combined office would field Freedom of Information

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/12/climate-change-study-hurricane-harvey-flood/
https://coast.noaa.gov/states/fast-facts/hurricane-costs.html
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/96981
https://www.fema.gov/pdf/about/fy08_fema_sp_bookmarked.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-11/documents/health_disparities_book_110217508finalv2.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-national-center-environmental-research-ncer


1/16/19, 6'43 PMA running list of how President Trump is changing environmental policy

Page 46 of 133https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/how-trump-is-changing-science-environment/

Requests, manage EPA records, and administer grants.

In a statement to Earther, EPA spokesperson Liz Bowman said that the
move is intended to make the agency more efficient. She added that
the management of research grants would continue and that none of
NCER’s current staff would be fired.

When news of the reorganization first broke, some raised concerns
that NCER’s work would fall by the wayside. Currently, NCER oversees
EPA’s STAR (Science to Achieve Results) program, which issues grants
and fellowships to outside environmental researchers. STAR funding
helps support the U.S.’s Children’s Environmental Health and Disease
Prevention Research Centers, which examine pollution’s effects on
children’s health.

In 2017, STAR earned acclaim from the National Academies—the U.S.’s
preeminent scientific body—for its support of high-quality science,
including work showing that infants could be exposed to arsenic via
rice cereal. Yet from 2002 to 2016, STAR’s budget declined by more
than 70 percent (adjusting for inflation) to $36 million, E&E News

reports. In its FY2019 budget request, the Trump EPA called for STAR’s
elimination.

In an interview with National Geographic, a senior EPA official said that
the reorganized office would continue STAR if Congress funds it. The
official added that new STAR grants would probably dovetail with the
EPA’s priorities under administrator Scott Pruitt, which the agency laid
out in its 2018-2022 strategic plan.

Pruitt’s “back-to-basics” plan calls for a focus on maintaining air quality,
implementing recent chemical-safety reforms, funding infrastructure
for drinking water, and accelerating the cleanup of Superfund sites.
Missing from the document is any mention of climate change or

https://earther.com/what-you-should-know-about-the-epas-proposal-to-close-i-1823365072?utm_campaign=socialflow_earther_twitter&utm_source=earther_twitter&utm_medium=socialflow
http://thehill.com/regulation/energy-environment/375725-major-epa-reorganization-will-end-science-research-program
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ericmack/2018/02/27/epa-ending-national-center-environmental-research-scott-pruitt-chemical-health/
https://www.epa.gov/research/science-achieve-results-star-fact-sheet
https://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/centers/prevention/index.cfm
https://www.nap.edu/read/24757/chapter/7
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm493740.htm
http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2018/02/epa-plan-reorganize-environmental-science-center-raises-questions
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-02/documents/fy-2019-congressional-justification-all-tabs.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-02/documents/fy-2018-2022-epa-strategic-plan.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/assessing-and-managing-chemicals-under-tsca/frank-r-lautenberg-chemical-safety-21st-century-act
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carbon dioxide, points of emphasis in Obama-era EPA strategic plans.

T RUM P  P RO P O S E S  C U T S  TO  C L I M AT E
A N D  C L E A N - E N E RGY  P RO G RA M S
February 12, 2018

In its FY2019 budget and addendum, the Trump administration has
proposed sweeping rollbacks to U.S. programs designed to study and
mitigate the effects of climate change, as well as cuts to research on
renewable energy.

At this point, the budget is merely an opening bid in negotiations with
Congress; last year, lawmakers largely ignored similar proposed cuts.
Nevertheless, the budget provides insight into the White House's
priorities.

For instance, the EPA budget suggests eliminating the environmental
agency's climate-change research program, which currently costs the
agency $16 million per year. In addition, the EPA has proposed axing
several voluntary emissions-reductions programs and STAR, which
funds environmental research and graduate student fellowships.

Other parts of the budget trim environmental services, such as the
EPA's Report on the Environment, and cut the agency's Human Health
Risk Assessment program by nearly 40 percent.

As it did in 2017, the Trump administration has proposed axing several
NASA Earth-science missions, including PACE and OCO-3. (Read more

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-09/documents/epa_strategic_plan_fy14-18.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/budget-fy2019.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Addendum-to-the-FY-2019-Budget.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-02/documents/fy-2019-congressional-justification-all-tabs.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-air-and-radiation-oar#oap
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/documents/star-fact-sheet.pdf
https://cfpub.epa.gov/roe/
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/nasa-budget-climate-earth-satellites-space-science/?beta=true
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about the targeted missions.)

The budget also calls for shutting down the Earth-facing instruments
aboard DSCOVR, which is already flying. These instruments include
EPIC, which continually photographs Earth's sunlit half to measure the
planet's energy budget.

The White House has proposed eliminating the U.S. State
Department's Global Climate Change Initiative, which in 2017 received
$160 million in funding. The program primarily aims to help other
countries better weather the impacts of climate change. Though most
developing countries did little to contribute to ongoing climate
change, developing countries will be more severely affected.

The Trump administration's 2019 budget also advocates for a 55-
percent cut in spending on the Department of Energy's applied R&D
programs. The cuts would shrink the agency's $3.77-billion budget to
slightly less than $1.7 billion. In its justification, the White House says
that the move would refocus R&D efforts from late-stage development
to early-stage research.

At the same time, the budget cuts investments in early-stage research
by axing ARPA-E, the Department of Energy's $305-million advanced
research program. The budget also calls for nearly a 40-percent cut to
the department's Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy,
even after accounting for the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 (BBA),
which recently increased FY2019 spending levels.

At the same time, the budget calls for increases in spending on fossil
fuels. Including the BBA, the Department of Energy's budget calls for
an extra $281 million on fossil-fuel R&D, $200 million of which would be
spent on “clean coal.” (Can coal ever be clean?)

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/nasa-budget-climate-earth-satellites-space-science/?beta=true
https://www.nesdis.noaa.gov/content/dscovr-deep-space-climate-observatory
https://epic.gsfc.nasa.gov/
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R41845.pdf
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/climate-impacts/international-climate-impacts_.html
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2018/02/trumps-budget-proposal-is-out-and-he-really-wants-to-kill-arpa-e/
https://energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2018/02/f48/Energy%20Department%20FY%202019%20Budget%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2014/04/coal/nijhuis-text
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Unlike last year, the Trump administration is no longer proposing the
destruction of the popular ENERGY STAR program, which certifies
energy-efficient appliances. Instead, it wants to charge companies that
seek the labeling, using those “user fees” to make the program
financially self-sufficient.

R E P O RT:  T RUM P  MU L L I N G  M A J O R
C U T S  TO  C L E A N  E N E RGY  R E S E A RC H
January 31, 2018

The Washington Post reports that in its 2019 budget, the Trump
administration is seeking to slash Department of Energy funding for
renewable energy and energy efficiency initiatives by 72 percent.

Congress would likely oppose such steep cuts in any future budget
negotiations, but the move further signals the Trump administration's
avowed support of fossil-fuel industries.

News of the proposed cuts comes the day after President Trump
praised “beautiful clean coal” in his State of the Union address, and
several days after Trump announced steep tariffs on imported solar
panels. (Find out more about the myth of “clean coal.”)

According to Post reporters Chris Mooney and Steven Mufson, leaked
budget documents reportedly show that the administration is seeking
to cut funding for the Department of Energy's Office of Energy
Efficiency and Renewable Energy by more than 70 percent, from an
enacted 2017 budget of $2.04 billion to $575.5 million. The Post also
reports that the budget suggests staffing cuts, from 680 staffers in

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/white-house-seeks-72-percent-cut-to-clean-energy-research-underscoring-administrations-preference-for-fossil-fuelsv/2018/01/31/c2c69350-05f3-11e8-b48c-b07fea957bd5_story.html?utm_term=.6ac1118afc7d
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2014/04/coal/nijhuis-text
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/chris-mooney/?utm_term=.010a0549a50f
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/steven-mufson/?utm_term=.0f73bb13c197
https://energy.gov/eere/office-energy-efficiency-renewable-energy
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2017 to a proposed 450 in 2019.

“I will not comment on a budget that has not been released. However, I
will suggest that anyone who questions this administration’s
commitment to an all-of-the-above energy approach simply look at
our record," Department of Energy spokesperson Shaylyn Hynes said
in a statement. "Last year the Energy Department awarded hundreds
of millions of dollars to solar and wind energy.

"Though it may not fit into the narrative of the environmental lobby
and their pundits, the truth is that Secretary Perry believes that there
is a role for all fuels—including renewables—in our energy mix.”

This would not be the first time that the Trump administration has
attempted to slash this sort of funding. In its 2018 budget, the Trump
administration sought cuts of more than two-thirds for the Office of
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, which Congress rejected.

E PA  LO O S E N S  R E G U L AT I O N S  O N  TOX I C
A I R  P O L LU T I O N
January 25, 2018

In a brief legal memo, the Trump EPA has dropped “once in, always in”
(OIAI), a Clinton-era EPA policy that aimed to lock in reductions of
hazardous air pollution from industrial sources.

Industry lawyers and Senate Republicans have long argued that
eliminating OIAI will actually provide a stronger incentive for

https://energy.gov/articles/department-energy-announces-prize-competition-accelerate-us-based-solar-manufacturing
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-01/documents/reclassification_of_major_sources_as_area_sources_under_section_112_of_the_clean_air_act.pdf
https://www.environmentallawandpolicy.com/2018/01/epa-withdraws-always-policy-removing-disincentive-reducing-emissions/
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/f/b/fbcca7e4-1227-4a87-83cf-07f3a2a9ee9a/A55A9EC1AC5F56D5F9A30212C606D34E.1.9.18-barrasso-capito-letter-once-in-always-in-policy.pdf
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businesses to reduce emissions, since they can now more easily lower
emissions and avoid the regulations that major pollution sources must
endure.

However, environmental activists and lawyers are concerned with the
abrupt change, saying that it may actually increase exposure to
hazardous air pollution—especially among vulnerable populations,
who live near major industrial polluters more often.

“They’re really going to be killing people,” said Hip-Hop Caucus vice
president Mustafa Ali, the former environmental justice head at EPA, in
an interview with Earther. “You’re going to have all types of public
health problems.”

To see how OIAI worked, imagine a business that emits 11 tons of a
given hazardous air pollutant (HAP) per year. Under EPA regulations,
facilities that emit more than 10 tons of one HAP, or 25 tons of HAPs in
total, are reclassified from area sources to major sources.

By law, major sources must retool their processes to get their emissions
down to the lowest levels set by peers within the industry. These
benchmarks are called the Maximum Achievable Control Technology,
or MACT, standards.

By hewing to MACT standards, let's say the company's HAP emissions
go down from 11 tons per year to three tons. According to OIAI, the
company would have to abide by MACT standards permanently,
locking in eight tons of annual emissions reductions.

Under the new EPA policy, however, the company could do just
enough to reduce emissions from 11 tons to nine. By dropping below
the 10-ton threshold, the company goes from being a major source to
being an area source—thereby jettisoning the MACT requirement.

https://earther.com/the-epa-wants-to-regulate-factories-like-your-local-dry-1822461438?utm_medium=sharefromsite&utm_source=Earther_twitter
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While going from 11 tons of emissions to nine is technically a reduction,
it's actually more pollution relative to what the facility could have
achieved by complying with MACT standards. This phenomenon,
called “backsliding,” is what OIAI aimed to prevent.

Environmental groups are poised to sue the EPA to block the policy
change.

“This is among the most dangerous actions that the Trump EPA has
taken yet against public health,” said John Walke, clean air director at
the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), in a statement. “NRDC
will fight this terrible decision to unleash toxic pollutants with every
available tool.”

MO ST  O F  N AT I O N A L  PA R K S  A DV I S O RY
B OA R D  R E S I G N S  I N  P ROT E ST
January 15, 2018

Nine of the 12 members of the National Park System Advisory Board
resigned on January 15, the Washington Post reported on January 16, in
protest of Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke's refusal to meet with them.

First chartered by Congress in 1935, the civilian group is required to
contain academic experts, experienced park managers, and at least
one former elected official from an area adjacent to a national park.

The board advises the National Park System, the National Park Service,
and the Secretary of the Interior on a wide range of matters, and it also
helps to select national historic landmarks. Its members are unpaid.

https://www.nrdc.org/media/2018/180125-0
https://www.nps.gov/resources/advisoryboard.htm
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/nearly-all-members-of-national-park-service-advisory-panel-resign-in-frustration/2018/01/16/b322ef5e-fae3-11e7-ad8c-ecbb62019393_story.html?utm_term=.87806f4c1d16
https://www.nps.gov/policy/NPSAB_2015_Charter.pdf
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"I wasn't voted in, but I realize I represent people beyond myself," says
Carolyn Finney, a University of Kentucky geographer who had served
on the board since 2010. "When you slam the door in the face of me
and the board, you're also slamming the door on a whole lot of other
people."

In a joint letter, Finney and other departing board members expressed
frustration at Secretary Zinke's refusal to meet with them.

"For the last year we have stood by waiting for the chance to meet...
We understand the complexity of transition but our requests to
engage have been ignored, and the matters on which we wanted to
brief the new Department team are clearly not part of its agenda,"
wrote Tony Knowles, the board's departing chair and a former Alaska
governor, in a resignation letter co-signed by Finney and seven other
board members.

"I wish the National Park System and Service well and will always be
dedicated to their success," Knowles's letter continued. "However,
from all of the events of this past year I have a profound concern that
the mission of stewardship, protection, and advancement of our
National Parks has been set aside."

In May, the Washington Post reported that the Interior Department
began a sweeping review of more than 200 advisory boards and other
entities associated with the department. Around the same time, EPA
administrator Scott Pruitt dismissed several members of the agency's
Board of Scientific Counselors.

https://geography.as.uky.edu/users/cmfi234
http://apps.washingtonpost.com/g/documents/national/letter-of-resignation-from-members-of-the-national-park-system-advisory-board/2711/
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R E P O RT:  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  W E B  S I T E S
' C E N S O R E D '  U N D E R  T RUM P
January 10, 2018

A new report finds that in the first year of the Trump administration,
U.S. government websites have been systematically altered to cut
mentions of climate change. However, there is no evidence of
tampering with climate data.

The report, published by the nonprofit Environmental Data &
Governance Initiative (EDGI), says that several government agencies—
notably the EPA—have removed or reduced their web content about
climate change.

Since Trump's inauguration, the group has monitored thousands of
government web pages for changes or deletions. In some instances,
"climate change" is replaced with the vaguer words "sustainability" or
"resiliency." In others, some climate change webpages are taken down
entirely.

For instance, the Bureau of Land Management's web page on climate
change was taken down between May and November 2017, the report
states. The EPA's "Student's Guide to Global Climate Change" went
offline sometime between February and April 2017.

"While we cannot determine the reasons for these changes from
monitoring websites alone, our work reveals shifts in stated priorities
and governance and an overall reduction in access to climate change
information, particularly at the EPA," the group says.

EDGI emphasizes that, so far, it hasn't seen evidence of the removal or
deletion of climate data sets, as some scientists and activists had

https://envirodatagov.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Part-3-Changing-the-Digital-Climate.pdf
https://envirodatagov.org/
https://web.archive.org/web/20170516035341/https://www.blm.gov/about/how-we-manage/climate-change
https://web.archive.org/web/20170202023801/https://www3.epa.gov/climatechange/kids/
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feared.

(Full disclosure: the National Geographic Society has given grants to
Data Refuge and the Climate Adaptation Knowledge Exchange, which
are archiving U.S. climate data.)

T RUM P  I N T E R I O R  D E PA RTM E N T
D E C L A R E S  T H AT  AC C I D E N TA L  B I R D
D E AT H S  A R E  L E GA L
December 22, 2017

Reversing Obama-era policy, the Trump administration has decreed
that it will no longer consider the accidental killing of birds—from
eagles colliding with wind turbines to ducks zapped on power lines—a
violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).

“It reverses decades of precedent over 20 administrations,” says Sarah
Greenberger, the National Audubon Society’s vice president of
conservation policy. “It’s a shocking step to break with that kind of
tradition, and it’s of great concern.”

The law, which turns a hundred years old in 2018, is among the United
States’ oldest and widest-reaching environmental protections.
Originally envisioned to save birds from overhunting, the law now
safeguards more than 1,025 migratory bird species and their eggs,
feathers, and nests. Illegally killing a protected bird can result in a
$15,000 fine and up to six months in jail.

The law—which prohibits harming protected species "at any time, or in
any manner"—had been interpreted as forbidding “incidental takes,”

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/grants/
https://www.datarefuge.org/
http://www.cakex.org/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-12-22/trump-is-said-to-reverse-strict-obama-era-policy-on-bird-deaths-jbi84akp
http://www.audubon.org/content/sarah-greenberger-0
https://www.fws.gov/laws/lawsdigest/migtrea.html
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the accidental yet foreseeable deaths of birds from industrial activity.
But the phrase itself does not appear in the law. Through the years,
some U.S. courts had questioned whether the MBTA really does cover
incidental takes.

In a memo published on January 10, 2017, Hilary Tompkins—the
outgoing solicitor for the Obama Interior Department—found that all
forms of incidental take were prohibited under the MBTA. In her
memo, she cites the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s longtime
interpretation of the law and decades of successful prosecutions.

Tompkins also notes that Canada—the co-signer of the Migratory Bird
Treaty of 1916, which sparked the MBTA—interprets it as requiring the
prohibition of incidental takes.

But on February 6, the incoming Trump administration rescinded
Tompkins’ guidance, pending a review. On December 22, it was
replaced entirely by a memo reaching the opposite conclusion, relying
in part on some U.S. courts’ skeptical rulings.

The analysis, penned by Daniel Jorjani—one of the Trump Interior
Department’s highest-ranking lawyers and a former adviser to the
Koch brothers—instead finds that the word “take” describes a willful,
deliberate act. What’s more, he says that for industry, the threat of
being prosecuted for incidental takes is an undue burden.

“Interpreting the MBTA to apply to incidental or accidental actions
hangs the sword of Damocles over a host of otherwise lawful and
productive actions,” Jorjani wrote in the new memo.

Conservation groups are outraged by the decision. If the MBTA no
longer covers incidental take, some experts fear that industry may not
invest in systems that save many birds’ lives, such as covers for oil pits,

https://www.hoganlovells.com/tompkins-hilary
https://www.eenews.net/assets/2017/02/21/document_ew_01.pdf
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/m-37050.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/25/us/politics/interior-secretary-zinke-staff-conservation-regulations.html?_r=0
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more widely spaced power lines, or camera systems that slow wind
turbines when birds are present.

"The statement made by this administration basically says that the real
problem...is poaching birds for feathers for ladies' hats," says
Defenders of Wildlife vice president Bob Dreher, who served as
associate director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under Obama.
"They're turning this thing into an antique."

Energy companies, in particular, have been regularly penalized for
incidental takes. After the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in 2010, the
largest in U.S. history, federal officials used the MBTA to secure $100
million in fines from BP that went toward bird conservation efforts.

One 2014 study found that the spill killed anywhere from 600,000 to
800,000 birds in the Gulf of Mexico, including a third of the northern
Gulf’s laughing gull population.

Renewable energy and fossil-fuel groups alike have praised the MBTA
reversal. “This commonsense approach ensures that lawful activities
are not held hostage to unnecessary threats of criminalization,” the
National Ocean Industries Association said in a statement.

“We don’t dispute the need for energy,” says Greenberger. “It just
seems so unnecessary to have taken this step.”

News of the reversal comes as National Geographic, the National
Audubon Society, and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology kick off the Year
of the Bird. The joint effort will explore and celebrate birds, as well as
document the threats facing them.

“I think we will celebrate, but we also intend to use this partnership to
remind people how much of a part of our lives birds are—and what it
takes to protect them,” says Greenberger.

https://www.fws.gov/laws/lawsdigest/migtrea.html
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/04/160420-bp-oil-spill-shoreline-affected-deepwater-horizon-anniversary/
http://www.int-res.com/abstracts/meps/v513/p239-252
http://www.noia.org/noia-celebrates-doi-solicitors-opinion-take-migratory-bird-treaty-act/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/projects/year-of-the-bird/
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This entry has been updated to include comment from Bob Dreher.

T RUM P  D RO P S  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  F ROM
L I ST  O F  N AT I O N A L  S E C U R I T Y  T H R E AT S
December 18, 2017

President Donald Trump has announced that the United States will no
longer regard climate change by name as a national security threat.

The stance marks an abrupt turn from the Obama administration,
which in 2015 described climate change as “an urgent and growing
threat to our national security,” given its effects on natural disasters,
conflicts over food and water, and refugee crises.

In contrast, the Trump administration’s national security strategy,
published Monday, discusses climate change only within the context of
U.S. energy policy.

“Climate policies will continue to shape the global energy system,
[and] U.S. leadership is indispensable to countering an anti-growth
energy agenda that is detrimental to U.S. economic and energy
security interests,” the report reads. “Given future global energy
demand, much of the developing world will require fossil fuels, as well
as other forms of energy, to power their economies and lift their
people out of poverty.”

As National Geographic has previously reported, humans’ dramatic
alteration of the global climate is not only scientific fact, but it also

http://nssarchive.us/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/2015.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/NSS-Final-12-18-2017-0905.pdf
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2017/04/seven-things-to-know-about-climate-change/
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poses numerous security threats to the United States and the world.

Depending on the region, extreme weather events—such as droughts,
wildfires, heatwaves, and torrential rains—may become more frequent
and intense under climate change, posing threats to military
installations and civilian communities alike. As weather patterns
change, some disease-bearing creatures such as mosquitoes will enjoy
longer active seasons over wider areas, exacerbating threats to public
health.

In addition, rising seas threaten to cripple coastal military
infrastructure, an ongoing concern at the U.S. Navy’s installation in
Norfolk, Virginia. Melting ice means that the normally ice-clogged
Arctic is poised to transform into a major shipping route, altering
regional geopolitics. Warmer, more acidic waters will kill off many coral
reefs, which supply food and income to millions. And as sea levels rise,
flooding will displace coastal populations.

“We’ve seen that 700,000 refugees coming from Syria have shaken the
European Union to its core. Take that number and multiply it by 100
who would be forced to leave the coasts, and that’s the kind of change
we are going to unleash upon ourselves,” said David Titley, a climate
scientist at Penn State University and retired U.S. Navy rear admiral, in
a previous interview.

“The impacts of that on security or economics are fundamentally
unknowable,” he added. “But anybody who thinks that’s not a huge
risk is probably smoking something.”

Despite Trump’s change in emphasis, it’s possible that U.S. government
research on climate change will continue—under an assumed name.
Since Trump’s inauguration, U.S. government websites seeking to scrub
“climate change” from their records have opted to swap out the phrase

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/06/heatwaves-climate-change-global-warming/
https://serdp-estcp.org/Program-Areas/Resource-Conservation-and-Resiliency/Infrastructure-Resiliency/Vulnerability-and-Impact-Assessment/RC-2205
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/04/climate-change-species-migration-disease/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2013/09/rising-seas-coastal-impact-climate-change/
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/02/pentagon-fights-climate-change-sea-level-rise-defense-department-military/
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2007/09/070917-northwest-passage.html
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/03/160321-coral-bleaching-great-barrier-reef-climate-change/
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/07/sea-level-rise-flood-global-warming-science/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2016/10/europe-immigration-muslim-refugees-portraits/
http://www.met.psu.edu/people/dwt12
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/04/david-titley-science-climate-change-sea-level-rise/
http://www.cnn.com/2017/09/30/politics/resilience-climate-change/index.html
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for the word “resilience.”

For instance, a division within the Department of Defense’s
environmental research programs that had been named for climate
change is now named for “resiliency.” An EPA web page devoted to
“climate ready” water management now discusses “resilient water
utilities.”

What does President Trump’s national security strategy say about
“resilience,” then?

“Resilience includes the ability to withstand and recover rapidly from
deliberate attacks, accidents, natural disasters, as well as
unconventional stresses, shocks, and threats to our economy and
democratic system,” the report states. “Through risk-informed
investments, we will build resilient communities and infrastructure to
protect and benefit future generations.”

T RUM P  U N V E I L S  P L A N  TO
D RA M AT I C A L LY  D OW N S I Z E  T WO
N AT I O N A L  MO N UM E N T S
December 4, 2017

In a speech delivered in Salt Lake City, President Trump announced his
intention to sharply reduce two Utah national monuments established
by his predecessors.

In a move presaged by leaked government documents, Trump
announced that he would reduce the 1.35-million acre Bears Ears
National Monument, created by President Barack Obama in late 2016,

http://www.cnn.com/2017/09/30/politics/resilience-climate-change/index.html
https://serdp-estcp.org/Program-Areas/Resource-Conservation-and-Climate-Change
https://web.archive.org/web/20170426214445/https://serdp-estcp.org/Program-Areas/Resource-Conservation-and-Resiliency
https://envirodatagov.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/WM-CCR-9-EPA-Climate-Ready-Water-Utilities-170328.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/12/04/president-donald-j-trump-stands-local-communities-against-government
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/12/leaked-maps-trump-shrinks-bears-ears-grand-staircase-escalante-national-monuments-spd/
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/12/bears-ears-gold-butte-national-monument-utah-nevada/
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by 85 percent. The president also said he would cut the 1.88-million
acre Grand Staircase Escalante National Monument, designated by
President Bill Clinton in 1996, nearly in half.

Indian nations, conservation groups, and paleontologists have filed
suit over the expected changes, among the most sweeping efforts
taken by a U.S. president to downsize national monuments.

(For more, read our extensive coverage of the proposed changes—and
what they actually mean.)

I N T E R I O R  D E PA RTM E N T  P RO P O S E S
L A RG E ST- E V E R  O I L  A N D  GA S  L E A S E
AU C T I O N
October 23, 2017

The U.S. Department of Interior has proposed auctioning off oil and
gas leases for 77 million acres of federal waters within the Gulf of
Mexico—the largest lease auction of its kind ever announced.

In an October 23 statement, the Interior Department says that it will
auction off the oil and gas leases for all available unleased areas on the
Gulf of Mexico’s outer continental shelf, in waters off the coasts of
Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida. The auction is
about a million acres larger than the most recent auction of its ilk,
which occurred under the Obama administration in August 2016.

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/04/trump-review-national-monuments-bears-ears-utah/
http://vertpaleo.org/Society-News/SVP-Paleo-News/Society-News,-Press-Releases/Grand-Staircase-Escalante-and-Bears-Ears-National.aspx
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/12/trump-shrinks-bears-ears-grand-staircase-escalante-national-monuments/
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-zinke-announces-largest-oil-gas-lease-sale-us-history
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“In today’s low-price energy environment, providing the offshore
industry access to the maximum amount of opportunities possible is
part of our strategy to spur local and regional economic dynamism and
job creation and a pillar of President Trump’s plan to make the United
States energy dominant,” said Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke in a
statement.

The U.S. Bureau of Ocean Energy Management estimates that the Gulf
of Mexico’s outer continental shelf contains over 48 billion barrels of oil
and 141 trillion cubic feet of gas that are technically recoverable. EPA
estimates suggest that if these fossil fuels were burned completely,
they would add the equivalent of more than 28 billion tons of carbon
dioxide to the atmosphere—more than five times the United States’
total carbon footprint in 2016.

The announcement comes days after an oil pipeline off the coast of
Louisiana spilled some 672,000 gallons of oil into the Gulf of Mexico,
the largest oil leak in the Gulf since the 2010 Deepwater Horizon

disaster, which was more than 300 times bigger. Forecasters say that
the oil, which dispersed under 5,000 feet of water, is not expected to
impact the shoreline, according to an ABC report.

https://www.epa.gov/energy/greenhouse-gases-equivalencies-calculator-calculations-and-references
https://www.eia.gov/todayinenergy/detail.php?id=30712
http://www.weny.com/story/36670889/oil-spill-in-gulf-twice-as-big-as-first-reported
http://abcnews.go.com/US/672000-gallons-oil-spill-off-louisiana-coast-coast/story?id=50608857
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Mounds of unsold coal stand above ground at ERP Compliant Fuels' Federal No. 2 mine near
Fairview, W.Va., April 11, 2016. With Donald Trump's win in the race for the White House, scores of
regulations that have reshaped the contours of corporate America over the last eight years
suddenly seemed vulnerable.

P H O T O G R A P H  B Y  L U K E  S H A R R E T T ,  T H E  N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S / R E D U X

T RUM P  E PA  P O I S E D  TO  S C RA P  C L E A N
P OW E R  P L A N
October 9, 2017

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is poised to withdraw the
Clean Power Plan, the lynchpin of the Obama Administration's effort to
combat climate change, the New York Times reported Monday.

In a speech delivered in Hazard, Kentucky, EPA Administrator Scott
Pruitt declared that he will sign a proposal on Tuesday that would
eliminate the Clean Power Plan (CPP), claiming that “the war on coal is
over.”

Unveiled in 2015, the Clean Power Plan mandated that the U.S. power
sector's carbon emissions be cut by 32 percent from 2005 by 2030 (870

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/09/climate/clean-power-plan.html?smid=tw-nytimes&smtyp=cur
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million tons of CO2), slashing the single biggest contributor to the
country's overall carbon footprint.

Utility companies and 27 states sued the EPA over the rule, arguing
that because the CPP encouraged a broader shift away from coal-fired
power plants, the EPA had overstepped its authority under the Clean
Air Act. The rule remained in legal limbo as a result.

President Trump campaigned on repealing the CPP, decrying it as an
unfair burden on the coal industry and overall economy. EPA
Administrator Pruitt, a longtime ally of fossil-fuel interests, advocated
for the CPP's repeal when he was Oklahoma's attorney general.

A new report by the Rhodium Group, a policy research firm, finds that
the U.S. power sector is now on track to reduce its 2030 emissions by 27
to 35 percent relative to 2005, in line with the CPP's initial goal.
However, as the New York Times noted, that same report finds that the
CPP would have required up to 21 states to cut their emissions more
deeply than existing regulations call for. As a result, the CPP likely
would have reduced U.S. power-sector emissions even further.

Beyond the potential climate hazards, experts and advocates have
criticized the CPP's repeal on public health grounds. Not only do coal-
fired power plants emit carbon dioxide, but they also emit sulfur
dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and fine particulate matter—all potent
respiratory irritants. The Obama Administration's EPA had estimated
that the CPP would bring up to $54 billion in climate and public health
benefits, avoiding 1,500 to 3,600 premature deaths and 90,000 asthma
attacks in children.

The EPA under Trump has taken a different tack. In a leaked draft
obtained by POLITICO, the cost-benefit analysis for repealing the CPP

http://rhg.com/notes/what-the-cpp-would-have-done
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/cleanpowerplan/fact-sheet-clean-power-plan-numbers_.html
http://www.politico.com/f/?id=0000015e-f248-dc15-a3fe-ff694f500000&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosgenerate&stream=politics
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at times assumes that fine particulate matter (PM2.5) levels below the
National Ambient Air Quality Standards pose no health hazard. There
is little scientific evidence to support this claim, says George Thurston,
an expert on air pollutants' health risks at the New York University
School of Medicine.

“It's just as specious as saying people are at absolutely no risk of a car
accident below the legal speed limit,” Thurston said in a
teleconference organized by the American Lung Association.

M I N I N G  H E A LT H  ST U DY  H A LT E D ;
C L I M AT E  A DV I S O RY  PA N E L  D I S BA N D E D
August 22, 2017

The Trump administration has suspended a study of health risks to
residents who live near mountaintop removal coal mine sites in the
Appalachian Mountains. The National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine was asked by the Interior Department’s
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement in an August 18
letter to “cease all activities” involved in the two-year, $1 million
research project while the department undertakes a review of projects
costing more than $100,000. The review was prompted by “the
department’s changing budget situation,” the letter said.

The academies undertook the study last year at the request of West
Virginia’s state government, after researchers at the University of West
Virginia and other institutions found increased risks of birth defects,

https://med.nyu.edu/faculty/george-d-thurston
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2006/03/mountain-mining/mitchell-text
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/3936617-Interior-Stop-Work-Letter-to-NAS.html
http://www8.nationalacademies.org/cp/projectview.aspx?key=49846&_ga=2.113811847.1465948739.1503418444-1588778852.1503418444
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cancer, and premature death, according to reporting by Ken Ward, Jr.
of the Charleston, West Virginia Gazette-Mail.

President Trump proposed cutting $1.6 billion—or 12 percent—from the
Interior budget in 2018. Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke told a Senate
committee in June that he supports the budget cuts, which includes
cutting 4,000 jobs. “This is what a balanced budget looks like,” he said.

The academies went ahead with previously planned meetings in
Hazard and Lexington, Kentucky communities to hear from coal
country residents.

“The National Academies believes this is an important study and we
stand ready to resume it as soon as the Department of Interior review
is completed,” William Kearney, the academies executive director said
in a statement. The academies are private, nonprofit institutions that
conduct independent analysis and provide advice on complex public
policy issues related to science, technology, and medicine, the
statement says. They operate under an 1863 congressional charter
signed by President Lincoln.

Meanwhile, the Trump administration also disbanded a federal
advisory panel for the National Climate Assessment. The 15-member
group was created in 2015 to help businesses and state and local
governments understand and prepare for the government’s next
National Climate Assessment. That report, required by law to be
issued every four years, is due in 2018. A National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration spokeswoman said the disbanding of the
advisory panel, whose charter expired August 20, will not affect
completion of the National Climate Assessment.

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/how-trump-is-changing-science-environment/
http://www8.nationalacademies.org/onpinews/newsitem.aspx?RecordID=8212017&_ga=2.180595239.1465948739.1503418444-1588778852.1503418444
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T RUM P  R E VO K E S  F LO O D  STA N DA R D S
AC C O U N T I N G  F O R  S E A- L E V E L  R I S E
August 15, 2017

President Trump has signed an executive order revoking federal flood-
risk standards that incorporated rising sea levels predicted by climate
science.

Trump’s new executive order claims to improve federal infrastructure
decisions by quickening and streamlining the environmental review
process. A single sentence takes the additional step of revoking
Executive Order 13690, signed by President Barack Obama on January
30, 2015.

That executive order required that federally funded projects hew to a
Federal Flood Risk Management Standard, to reduce the risk of future
flood damage. Specifically, the order required that floodplains had to
be based on the “best-available, actionable hydrologic and hydraulic
data and methods that integrate current and future changes in
flooding based on climate science.”

From 1993 to 2016, global average sea level has increased by about 3.25
inches and is projected to rise one to four feet by the end of the
century. Higher sea-level rise cannot be ruled out, due to incomplete
data on Antarctic ice-shelf stability. Since the 1960s, tidal flooding has
increased at least fivefold in several U.S. cities.

U.S. cities are predicted to see more floods in the coming years. A
recent Union of Concerned Scientists report found that chronic
flooding—a flood roughly every two weeks—will come to affect more
than 170 U.S. coastal communities in less than 20 years and some 670
communities by 2100.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/08/15/presidential-executive-order-establishing-discipline-and-accountability
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2015/01/30/executive-order-establishing-federal-flood-risk-management-standard-and-
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/07/sea-level-rise-flood-global-warming-science/
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R E P O RT:  E PA  E N F O RC E M E N T  L AG S
U N D E R  T RUM P
August 10, 2017

A newly published report asserts that in its first six months, the EPA
under the Trump administration is off to a slow start enforcing
environmental laws.

The report, published by the nonprofit Environmental Integrity
Project, examined lawsuits filed by the EPA from January 20 to July 31,
2017, roughly the Trump administration’s first six months in power.
Over that time, the EPA has filed fewer lawsuits against companies for
breaking pollution control laws than the agency had during the
opening months of the Clinton, George W. Bush, and Obama
administrations.

The Trump EPA also lags by other key metrics, the report finds. So far,
its actions against violators have avoided 22 estimated premature
deaths, and it has collected $12 million of civil penalties. In comparison,
the Obama administration had avoided some 229 premature deaths
and collected $36 million in penalties—and in its first six months, the
EPA under George W. Bush had avoided some 618 premature deaths
and had collected $30 million in penalties.

“This is the weakest start any of us has seen in at least 24 years,” says
Eric Schaeffer, the executive director of the Environmental Integrity
Project and the EPA’s former director of civil enforcement.

In a press call, Schaeffer and the report’s other coauthors expressed

http://www.environmentalintegrity.org/news/penalties-drop-under-trump/
https://www.environmentalintegrity.org/
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concern that the Trump EPA will not make enforcement a priority—a
fear they say is only reinforced by proposed budget cuts. The Trump
administration has called for a 23-percent cut to the agency’s
enforcement budget and an agency-wide budget cut of 31 percent.

In a statement, EPA deputy assistant administrator Patrick Traylor
emphasized that the report’s short time window can’t account for the
months to years it can take to police possible violators.

“This ‘snapshot’ assertions (sic) say much more about enforcement
actions commenced in the later years of the Obama administration
than it does about actions taken in the beginning of the Trump
administration,” he adds. “Despite this unfair report, EPA is committed
to enforcing environmental laws to correct noncompliance and
promote cleanup of contaminated sites.”

I N T E R I O R  D E PA RTM E N T  R E L A X E S
A S P E C T S  O F  SAG E  G RO U S E
P ROT E C T I O N
August 7, 2017

The Department of the Interior has released the results of a 60-day
review of the Obama administration’s conservation plan to protect the
greater sage grouse. The review, ordered in June by Interior Secretary
Ryan Zinke, was intended to determine if that plan interferes with
Trump administration efforts to increase energy production on federal
lands.

https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/so_3349_-american_energy_independence.pdf
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In light of the newly published review, Secretary Zinke recommends
reprioritizing oil development within the broader 2015 plan, among
other changes. Environmental groups have rebuked the overhaul,
arguing that changes to the 2015 plan could dilute protections for the
species.

“Today, the administration’s review opens the door to significant
changes to the sage-grouse plans, which could undercut the sound
science used to develop those plans and jeopardize what we know the
bird needs to live and thrive,” said Eric Holst, the associate vice
president of working lands for the Environmental Defense Fund, in a
statement. “By reopening the federal plans, we risk undermining and
undoing one of the greatest collaborative conservation efforts in our
nation’s history.”

The Obama plan was drawn up as an alternative to a U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service decision to list the sage grouse for protection under
the Endangered Species Act. The approach, which involved a five-year
negotiation between 1,100 ranchers, environmental groups, and state
and federal agencies, was hailed as an unprecedented collaboration
that had reduced the threat to sage grouse habitat while avoiding a
more stringent regulatory intervention that might hinder economic
development. Fish and Wildlife declined to list the sage grouse after
the collaborative conservation plan was unveiled in 2015.

The sage grouse habitat spans 173 million acres in 11 western states,
including the Dakotas, and three Canadian provinces. Before the West
was settled, the sage grouse once roamed over 290 million acres. In
launching the 60-day review, Zinke said: “While the federal
government has a responsibility under the Endangered Species Act to
responsibly manage wildlife, destroying local communities and levying
onerous regulations on the public lands that they rely on is no way to

https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/so3353_memo_coverletter_report_080717.pdf
https://www.edf.org/people/eric-holst
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/how-trump-is-changing-science-environment/pressreleases/historic-conservation-campaign-protects-greater-sage-grouse
https://www.fws.gov/greatersagegrouse/findings.php
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be a good neighbor.” Rewriting the Obama plan could extend beyond
President Trump’s term, when public comment periods, new proposals
and legal challenges are taken into account.

E PA  D RO P S  D E L AY  O F  O BA M A- E RA
OZO N E  STA N DA R D S
August 2, 2017

In an about-face spurred by a 16-state lawsuit, the Trump
administration EPA has dropped its decision to delay Obama-era
regulations on ozone. The potent lung irritant forms when strong
sunlight irradiates emissions from vehicles, power plants, and other
sources.

In October 2015, the Obama administration tightened the ozone
national standard from 75 parts per billion to 70 parts per billion, citing
ozone’s toll on public health. The Obama administration estimated
that the reduction would yield $2.9 to $5.9 billion worth of health
benefits in 2025, outweighing its estimated annual cost of $1.4 billion.

Few were entirely thrilled with the 2015 regulations. Environmental
and public-health groups criticized the regulation as not stringent
enough, citing evidence that ozone still poses a public health threat at
70 parts per billion, the upper end of the ozone standards
recommended by scientists advising the EPA. Meanwhile, industry
groups and their allies in Congress criticized the rule for the costs it
would inflict.

In June, the EPA announced its intent to delay the implementation of

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-strengthens-ozone-standards-protect-public-healthscience-based-standards-reduce
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2015/10/01/obama-administration-to-tighten-smog-limits-but-will-satisfy-no-one/?utm_term=.7c4b6d1f4cf8
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/5EFA320CCAD326E885257D030071531C/$File/EPA-CASAC-14-004+unsigned.pdf
http://www.rollcall.com/news/policy/house-takes-bill-delay-ozone-rule-compliance
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the rule from October 1, 2017, to October 1, 2018, citing lingering
questions and the regulation’s complexities. In response, 16
Democratic state attorneys general and the District of Columbia
petitioned the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia to
review the one-year delay.

In its reversal the next day, the EPA cited its “commitment to working
with the states.”

N OA A  C A N C E L S  RU L E  TO  P ROT E C T
W H A L E S  F ROM  F I S H I N G  N E T S
June 13, 2017

The Trump Administration this week cancelled a rule that would have
helped prevent endangered whales and sea turtles from becoming
entangled in fishing nets off the U.S. West Coast. Proposed in 2015, the
rule would have closed the swordfish gill net fishery for up to two years
if any two individual endangered whales or sea turtles were killed or
seriously hurt within a two-year period. The same penalties would
have applied if any combination of four bottlenose dolphins or short-
finned pilot whales were injured or killed within a two-year period.

This week, however, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s fisheries division announced that the rule is no longer
necessary because other protections have reduced the number of
marine mammals entangled in gill nets. “What changed is that our
more detailed analysis demonstrated to us that the hard caps would
likely impose significant additional cost on the fleet without much
additional conservation benefit,” says Michael Milstein, a NOAA

https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/8-1-17_state_of_ny_v_us_epa.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-continues-work-states-2015-ozone-designations
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fisheries spokesman.

Entanglements were common in the 1990s. But only two gray whales
have been killed or seriously injured since 2012, according to NOAA.
The short-beaked dolphin is the most frequently entangled marine
mammal, and the number of annual entanglements of this species has
declined from 200 killed in the early 1990s to fewer than 10 injured or
killed in 2015.

New net design has helped reduce casualties, NOAA says. But
environmentalists say that a more likely explanation for the reduced
entanglements is the significant drop in the number of fishermen
working the waters. The swordfish fleet has declined by almost 90
percent since the 1990s—from 141 boats in 1990 to just 20 boats in 2016.
Leatherback turtles, humpback whales, and sperm whales are still
being killed in gill nets, a spokeswoman for the Center for Biological
Diversity told the Los Angeles Times.

I N T E R I O R  S U G G E ST S  S H R I N K I N G
B E A R S  E A R S
June 12, 2017

Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke recommended that Bears Ears National
Monument in southern Utah’s red rock country be shrunk by President
Trump. Zinke declined to say at a press conference how much Bears
Ears’ boundaries should be downsized. But he suggested the rich
cache of ancient tribal artifacts inside the monument—one of the

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/news/161229-news-bears-ears-national-monument-vin
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largest collections in the nation—could be protected in a much smaller
area surrounding the Bears Ears twin butte formation and another
section to the north of what is now a 1.3-million-acre expanse.

The boundary details will be forwarded to Trump later this summer,
Zinke said, along with his review of 26 other national monuments.
Zinke says legislation will also be proposed so that Congress
determines how areas inside national monuments are managed. Bears
Ears, for example, also contains wilderness areas inside its boundaries.

The president had asked Zinke in April to review large monuments as
part of an effort to increase development on federal lands. Bears Ears is
one of two controversial Utah national monuments that drew the ire of
Utah lawmakers, who asked Trump to consider rescinding or shrinking
them. Bears Ears, created by President Barack Obama last December
after several years of negotiations with state and tribal leaders, was
singled out by Trump as a “massive federal land grab.” The other is
Grand Staircase Escalante, created by President Clinton in 1996, with
little public involvement.

Zinke said the Utah delegation and state lawmakers, including Gov.
Gary Herbert, support his recommendations. But supporters of Bears
Ears existing boundaries expressed disappointment as well as doubts
that Trump’s efforts to shrink Bears Ears would survive a court
challenge. Randi Spivak, spokeswoman for the Center for Biological
Diversity, an environmental group based in Tucson, Arizona, said the
recommendation to downsize Bears Ears contradicts the intentions of
the Antiquities Act, which enables presidents to set aside federal land
for protection and signed into law by President Theodore Roosevelt in
1906. “It’s time for Zinke to stop pretending he’s a Teddy Roosevelt
kind of guy,” Spivak said.
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I N T E R I O R  TO  R E V I E W  G R E AT E R  SAG E
G RO U S E  P ROT E C T I O N
June 8, 2017

Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke on Wednesday ordered a review of an
Obama administration conservation plan to protect the greater sage
grouse to determine if that plan interferes with Trump administration
efforts to increase energy production on federal lands. The Obama
plan was drawn up as an alternative to a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
decision to list the sage grouse for protection under the Endangered
Species Act. The approach, which involved a five-year negotiation
between 1,100 ranchers, environmental groups, and state and federal
agencies, was hailed as an unprecedented collaboration that had
reduced the threat to sage grouse habitat while avoiding a more
stringent regulatory intervention that might hinder economic
development. Fish and Wildlife declined to list the sage grouse after
the collaborative conservation plan was unveiled in 2015.

The sage grouse habitat spans 173 million acres in 11 western states,
including the Dakotas, and three Canadian provinces. Before the West
was settled, the sage grouse once roamed over 290 million acres. In
launching the 60-day review, Zinke said: “While the federal
government has a responsibility under the Endangered Species Act to
responsibly manage wildlife, destroying local communities and levying
onerous regulations on the public lands that they rely on is no way to
be a good neighbor.” Rewriting the Obama plan could extend beyond
President Trump’s term, when public comment periods, new proposals
and legal challenges are taken into account.

http://ww.doi.gov/pressreleases/secretary-zinke-signs-order-improve-sage-grouse-conservation-strengthen-communicati
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/so_3349_-american_energy_independence.pdf
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/how-trump-is-changing-science-environment/pressreleases/historic-conservation-campaign-protects-greater-sage-grouse
https://www.fws.gov/greatersagegrouse/findings.php
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U. S .  P U L L S  O U T  O F  PA R I S  C L I M AT E
AG R E E M E N T
June 1, 2017

President Trump said that he will pull the U.S. out of the Paris climate
agreement, steering away from a group of 194 other countries that
have promised to curb planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions. The
news came just days after he attended the G7 Summit in Italy, where
the six other member countries—Germany, Italy, Canada, France,
Japan, and the United Kingdom—reaffirmed their commitment to the
2015 climate pact.

As part of the accord, the U.S. had agreed to cut its emissions between
26 and 28 percent below 2005 levels by 2025. In abandoning that
promise, the U.S. effectively cedes leadership on the issue to other
countries, including the world’s top emitter, China. Chinese President
Xi Jinping has stood by the agreement in the face of a wavering U.S.,
calling it a “hard-won achievement” that should be honored. Still,
plummeting prices for wind and solar energy and corporations’
support of clean energy are among the reasons why climate progress
will likely continue.

T RUM P  B U D G E T  P RO P O S E S  ST E E P  C U T S
F O R  T H E  E N V I RO N M E N T
May 23, 2017

http://www4.unfccc.int/ndcregistry/PublishedDocuments/United%20States%20of%20America%20First/U.S.A.%20First%20NDC%20Submission.pdf
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/china-takes-leadership-climate-change-trump-clean-power-plan-paris-agreement/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/05/trump-climate-change-paris-agreement-california-emissions/
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President Trump’s 2018 budget, sent to Congress Tuesday, calls for
massive cuts in scientific research and in a slew of environmental
programs that protect air and water. The proposed budget, titled “A
New Foundation for American Greatness,” slashes the Environmental
Protection Agency’s budget by 31 percent – a steeper cut than any
other agency. Those cuts could translate into a $2.7 billion spending
reduction and the loss of 3,200 jobs, according to an analysis by the
World Resources Institute. The proposed budget eliminates major
programs to restore the Great Lakes, Chesapeake Bay, and Puget
Sound. It ends the EPA’s lead-risk reduction and radon detection
programs and cuts funding for the Superfund cleanup program.

The budget proposal does, however, retain funding for grants and
financing to states and cities for drinking water and wastewater
programs. S. William Becker, executive director of the National
Association of Clean Air Agencies, told the Washington Post that he
“was amazed” that the final EPA budget is nearly identical to the
preliminary budget released in March, despite strong opposition at
the time from many members of Congress. In addition, the Interior
Department would undergo a 12 percent funding cut, and the Energy
Department a six percent cut.

O BA M A  M E T H A N E  RU L E  R E M A I N S  L AW
O F  L A N D
May 10, 2017

In a surprise 51-49 defeat, the U.S. Senate rejects a measure that would
have repealed Obama-era regulations on methane emissions. That
regulation, which the House of Representatives voted to rescind on

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/int.pdf
http://www.wri.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/05/22/epa-remains-top-target-with-trump-administration-proposing-31-percent-budget-cut/?utm_term=.1fbf07c0f189
https://twitter.com/Timothy_Cama/status/862313429431967745
https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=BLM-2016-0001-9126
http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/317739-house-votes-to-overturn-obama-oil-and-gas-rule
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February 3, limits the venting and flaring of natural gas from oil and
gas facilities on U.S. Bureau of Land Management lands. The Obama
administration had argued that the practices wasted tens of billions of
cubic feet of natural gas annually—and also posed a climate threat.
Methane is a potent greenhouse gas, with 25 times the warming
capacity of carbon dioxide.

E PA  D I S M I S S E S  S C I E N C E  A DV I S O R S
May 5, 2017

The EPA dismisses several members of the Board of Scientific
Counselors, an 18-member advisory board that reviews the research of
EPA scientists. Some of the dismissed scientists had been assured that
their three-year terms on the board would be renewed. In a May 7
story by the New York Times, critics assailed the move, casting it as a
gift to business interests at the expense of science. An EPA
spokesperson said the decision allowed the agency to consider a more
diverse pool of applicants, including industry representatives, for the
board.

In addition, the Washington Post reported on May 8 that Interior
Secretary Ryan Zinke has started reviewing more than 200 advisory
boards and other entities associated with the Interior Department.

E PA  S C RU B S  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E
W E B S I T E

http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/317739-house-votes-to-overturn-obama-oil-and-gas-rule
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/07/us/politics/epa-dismisses-members-of-major-scientific-review-board.html?_r=0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/05/07/epa-dismisses-half-of-its-scientific-advisers-on-key-board-citing-clean-break-with-obama-administration/?utm_term=.f71f4bcc15b1
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April 28, 2017

The EPA announces that it is reviewing its web content related to
climate change. An immediate casualty of the review: the agency’s
longtime website devoted to explaining climate change. (The new
page, which says it’s being updated “to reflect EPA’s priorities under
the leadership of President Trump and Administrator Pruitt,”
prominently links to an archived version of the page.) On May 2, 2017,
the EPA also purged the Spanish-language version of its climate
change web page.

O R D E R  A I M S  TO  E X PA N D  O F F S H O R E
D R I L L I N G
April 28, 2017

President Trump signs an executive order that orders a review of
Obama-era bans on offshore oil and gas drilling in parts of the Arctic,
Pacific, and Atlantic Oceans. The Obama policies under review include
a five-year oil leasing roadmap that excluded Alaska’s Beaufort and
Chukchi Seas and a December 2016 attempt to permanently ban
drilling on wide swaths of Arctic and Atlantic waters. NPR reports that
the order also halts the designation or expansion of National Marine
Sanctuaries, unless the move includes an Interior Department estimate
of the area’s “energy or mineral resource potential.” Conservation
groups immediately announce their intent to defend Obama’s
December 2016 effort in court.

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-kicks-website-updates
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/04/28/epa-website-removes-climate-science-site-from-public-view-after-two-decades/?utm_term=.ccc4e4bca8c7
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/climatechange_.html
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/signpost/cc.html
https://web-beta.archive.org/web/20170501065702/https://espanol.epa.gov/espanol/el-cambio-climatico-y-usted
https://www.boem.gov/2017-2022-OCS-Oil-and-Gas-Leasing-PFP/
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/20/us/obama-drilling-ban-arctic-atlantic.html
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/04/27/525959808/trump-to-sign-executive-order-on-offshore-drilling-and-marine-sanctuaries
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T RUM P  I N N E R  C I RC L E  D I S C U S S E S  PA R I S
AG R E E M E N T
April 27, 2017

Key Trump advisers and Cabinet officials meet to discuss whether the
U.S. should stay in the Paris Agreement, according to an April 27
Bloomberg Politics report. The global climate pact was absent from
Trump’s March 28 executive order on climate, and debate over
whether the U.S. should leave the agreement has divided the White
House. Bloomberg Politics and Politico report that Trump is expected
to make a final decision on the global climate pact by late May.

T RUM P  O R D E R S  R E V I E W  O F  N AT I O N A L
MO N UM E N T S
April 26, 2017

In a sweeping executive order with few precedents, Trump instructs
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to review as many as 40 national
monuments created since 1996 to determine if any of Trump’s three
predecessors exceeded their authority when protecting large tracts of
already-public land under the Antiquities Act of 1906. The review
targets monuments that are at least 100,000 acres in size and reaches
back to Utah’s 1.7-million-acre Grand Staircase-Escalante National
Monument, which President Bill Clinton created in 1996 in the face of
intense opposition. (Read more about the executive order’s potential
repercussions.)

https://www.bloomberg.com/politics/articles/2017-04-28/top-trump-aides-divided-on-paris-climate-pact-as-decision-nears
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/04/26/presidential-executive-order-review-designations-under-antiquities-act
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/04/trump-review-national-monuments-bears-ears-utah/
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S C I E N T I ST S  M A RC H  O N  WA S H I N GTO N
April 22, 2017

On a drizzly Earth Day, thousands of scientists and science enthusiasts
march through Washington, D.C., to the U.S. Capitol, voicing support
for science’s role in society. The sign-toting crowds—many wearing lab
coats and crocheted hats resembling brains—also protest the Trump
administration’s environmental and science policies. Satellite events of
the March for Science held around the world, more than 600 in all,
draw tens of thousands more attendees.

I N T E R I O R  D E PA RTM E N T  S C RU B S
C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  W E B S I T E
April 19, 2017

An Interior Department official updates the department’s climate
change website, deleting much of its content in the process,
Motherboard reports. The page now carries a sole mention of “climate
change”—and does not explain what the phenomenon is, how it affects
the U.S., and what the department is doing about it. (The Interior
Department has eight regional Climate Science Centers, which work
under the direction of the U.S. Geological Survey “to help resource
managers cope with a changing climate,” according to the archived
web page.)

https://www.doi.gov/climate
https://www.diffchecker.com/I5EgpFiV
https://motherboard.vice.com/en_us/article/the-interior-department-scrubbed-its-climate-change-page-doi-zinke
https://www.doi.gov/csc/centers
https://web.archive.org/web/20170225220625/https://www.doi.gov/climate
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P RU I T T  C A L L S  F O R  E X I T I N G  PA R I S
AG R E E M E N T
April 14, 2017

In an interview on “Fox & Friends,” EPA administrator Scott Pruitt says
that he’s personally opposed to the Paris Agreement, the international
pact to fight climate change negotiated in 2015. While Pruitt calls the
pact “a bad deal for America,” the Trump administration has remained
noncommittal on withdrawing from the agreement, reports the
Washington Post.

E PA  A N N O U N C E S  “ BAC K-TO - BA S I C S ”
AG E N DA
April 13, 2017

With Pennsylvania’s Harvey coal mine as his backdrop, EPA
administrator Scott Pruitt announces a “back-to-basics” agenda for the
environmental agency, which he describes as “protecting the
environment by engaging with state, local, and tribal partners to
create sensible regulations that enhance economic growth.” The
agenda includes reviews of the Clean Power Plan and the Waters of the
United States rule, two key Obama-era environmental regulations, as
well as promises to clear the backlog of new chemicals awaiting EPA
approval. (Read the whole agenda here.)

http://video.foxnews.com/v/5397108116001/?#sp=show-clips
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/04/14/trumps-epa-chief-scott-pruitt-calls-for-an-exit-to-the-paris-climate-agreement/?utm_term=.afc03e18faad
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-launches-back-basics-agenda-pennsylvania-coal-mine
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-launches-back-basics-agenda-pennsylvania-coal-mine
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C L I M AT E  C H A N G E  STA F F E R S
R E A S S I G N E D
April 7, 2017

News outlets report that several staff members at EPA’s headquarters
who specialized in climate change adaptation have been reassigned.
However, an EPA official interviewed by The Hill emphasizes that the
agency’s regional offices “have always taken the lead on adaptation
and will continue to do so.” An EPA official interviewed by National
Geographic says that the staff—four employees in all—will continue at
the agency’s Office of Policy, bringing their knowledge to a broader
set of issues.

T RUM P  D O N AT E S  TO  N AT I O N A L  PA R K S
April 3, 2017

The White House announces that President Trump has donated the
first quarter of his salary ($78,333.32) to the National Park Service. The
gift will reportedly chip away at the $100 to $230 million in deferred
maintenance backlogs that the nation’s battlefields currently bear.
(The National Park Service’s total deferred maintenance backlog is
valued at $12 billion.) Trump’s 2018 budget blueprint calls for a $1.5-
billion cut to the U.S. Department of the Interior, to which the National
Park Service and its $3.4-billion budget belong. Among other things,
the 12-percent cut would eliminate funding for unspecified National
Heritage Areas—lived-in, cohesive landscapes deemed by Congress to
be nationally important. Several National Heritage Areas contain

http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/327854-epa-shutting-climate-adaptation-program
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/04/03/donald-trump-national-park-service-ryan-zinke/99989136/
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/upload/FY17-NPS-Greenbook-for-website.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/2018_blueprint.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/upload/FY17-NPS-Greenbook-for-website.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/heritageareas/index.htm
http://www.shenandoahatwar.org/


1/16/19, 6'43 PMA running list of how President Trump is changing environmental policy

Page 84 of 133https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/how-trump-is-changing-science-environment/

preserved battlefields.

S C I E N T I F I C  I N T E G R I T Y  O F F I C E
R E V I E W I N G  P RU I T T
March 31, 2017

In response to inquiries from the Sierra Club, the EPA’s Office of
Inspector General refers Scott Pruitt’s March 9 CNBC interview to the
agency’s scientific integrity office for review. In that interview, Pruitt
had downplayed carbon emissions’ central role in driving Earth’s
changing climate—a position at odds with scientific consensus. EPA
spokespeople defend Pruitt, claiming that the administrator is within
his right to have a differing opinion. As of April 6, 2017, the Office of
Inspector General said that the review had no specified timeframe.

E PA  S C I E N T I ST  R E T I R E S  W I T H  A  BA N G
March 31, 2017

Environmental scientist Michael Cox retires from the EPA after more
than 25 years with the agency, penning a scorching farewell letter to
agency administrator Scott Pruitt. The letter, which garners significant
media coverage, lambasts the Trump administration for “working to
dismantle EPA and its staff as quickly as possible.”

http://www.tncivilwar.org/
https://www.hallowedground.org/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-epa-pruitt-carbon-idUSKBN1722SU
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/05042017/environmental-protection-agency-scott-pruitt-climate-change-denialist-fossil-fuels
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/wp/2017/04/07/epa-staffer-leaves-with-a-bang-blasting-agency-policies-under-trump/?utm_term=.6e2d48929e1e
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/3538076-EPACoxlet.html
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P E ST I C I D E  AVO I D S  TOTA L  BA N
March 29, 2017

Against the advice of the EPA’s chemical safety experts, EPA
administrator Scott Pruitt rejects a decade-old petition asking that the
EPA ban all use of the pesticide chlorpyrifos. In 2000, the EPA banned
its use in most household settings, but the pesticide is still used on
some 40,000 farms, which EPA scientists recommended stop. Research
suggests that chlorpyrifos may be associated with brain damage in
children and farm workers, even at low exposures—though Dow
Chemical, chlorpyrifos’ manufacturer, argues that it is safe when
properly used. The U.S. Department of Agriculture welcomes Pruitt’s
decision as helpful for U.S. farmers.

C L I M AT E  AC T I O N S  U N D O N E
March 28, 2017

President Trump signs an executive order that seeks to dismantle
much of the work on climate change enacted by the Obama
administration. The order takes steps to downplay the future costs of
carbon emissions, walks back tracking of the federal government’s
carbon emissions, rescinds a 2016 moratorium on coal leases on federal
lands, and strikes down Obama-era executive orders and memoranda
aimed at helping the country prepare for climate change's worst
impacts, including threats to national security.

Most notably, the executive order begins the process of rescinding the
EPA's Clean Power Plan, an Obama-era regulation designed to reduce
carbon dioxide emissions from new and existing power plants. (Read

https://www.epa.gov/ingredients-used-pesticide-products/revised-human-health-risk-assessment-chlorpyrifos
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/29/us/politics/epa-insecticide-chlorpyrifos.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2000/06/09/us/epa-citing-risks-to-children-signs-accord-to-limit-insecticide.html
https://theintercept.com/2017/01/14/dow-chemical-wants-farmers-to-keep-using-a-pesticide-linked-to-autism-and-adhd/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/03/28/presidential-executive-order-promoting-energy-independence-and-economi-1
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/china-takes-leadership-climate-change-trump-clean-power-plan-paris-agreement/
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more about the order—and how China may take up global leadership
on climate change.)

DA KOTA  AC C E S S  P I P E L I N E  P R E PA R E D
F O R  U S E
March 27, 2017

Military veterans and tribal leaders, despite heavy snow and winds, march along Highway
1806 in Cannon Ball, North Dakota, in support of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe's protest of
the Dakota Access Pipeline.

P H O T O G R A P H  B Y  A L Y S S A  S C H U K A R ,  T H E  N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S / R E D U X

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/china-takes-leadership-climate-change-trump-clean-power-plan-paris-agreement/
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Energy Transfer Partners, the company building the Dakota Access
Pipeline, notifies a federal court that it has pumped oil into the
pipeline laid underneath North Dakota’s Lake Oahe. The pipeline,
which aims to connect North Dakota’s shale oil fields with pipeline
networks in Illinois, runs near the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation and
through land promised under the 1851 Treaty of Fort Laramie but later
taken away. The pipeline sparked protests over its potential to
contaminate water and damage a sacred tribal site—a movement that
grew into the largest Native American protest in recent history. (Meet
the defiant “water protectors” of Standing Rock.)

K E YSTO N E  X L  P I P E L I N E  A P P ROV E D
March 24, 2017

The Trump administration’s State Department grants a permit for the
construction of the Keystone XL pipeline. The 1,200-mile pipeline
would connect Alberta’s oil sands to refineries in Texas. President
Obama had rejected the project in late 2015, amid concerns that the
pipeline’s economic benefits were hype—and fears that the pipeline
would exacerbate future carbon emissions. In 2014, the U.S. State
Department found that the project would increase emissions but no
more than other transport methods.

U. S .  B UM B L E B E E  O F F I C I A L LY  L I ST E D  A S
E N DA N G E R E D
March 21, 2017

https://www.indianz.com/News/2017/03/27/04515993257.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/11/23/us/dakota-access-pipeline-protest-map.html?_r=0
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/01/tribes-standing-rock-dakota-access-pipeline-advancement/
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/obama-announce-rejection-keystone-xl-pipeline-proposal-n458651
https://keystonepipeline-xl.state.gov/documents/organization/221135.pdf
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The rusty patched bumblebee (Bombus affinis) officially becomes
listed as an endangered species, the first bumblebee and eighth U.S.
bee species to receive federal protection. Originally, its listing was to
be finalized on February 10—but a January 20 executive order delayed
it by over a month, as the Trump administration reviewed Obama-era
regulations that hadn’t yet taken effect. (Read more about the
bumblebee listing.)

F L I N T  F U N D I N G  C O N T I N U E D
March 17, 2017

The EPA issues a news release saying that the agency has awarded
$100 million to Michigan’s Department of Environmental Quality. The
money—provided in a law signed by President Obama in December
2016—will fund drinking water infrastructure upgrades in Flint,
Michigan, where drinking water remains contaminated with lead.
(These intimate portraits of Flint’s citizens reveal their frustration, fear,
and perseverance.)

F U E L  E F F I C I E N C Y  STA N DA R D S
R E C O N S I D E R E D
March 15, 2017

EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt and U.S. Secretary of Transportation
Elaine Chao announce that the EPA will reconsider the Obama-era
emissions requirements for vehicles with model years between 2022

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/bumblebees-endangered-extinction-united-states/
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-awards-100-million-michigan-flint-water-infrastructure-upgrades
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/01/160125-flint-michigan-water-crisis-lead-poisoning/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/02/160209-flint-michigan-portraits-photography-lead/
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and 2025. The move may presage a rollback of Obama’s Corporate
Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards, regulations that aim to
improve cars’ fuel economy. On January 12, 2017, the Obama EPA
attempted to lock in its CAFE standards, which require light-duty
vehicles to have average fuel efficiencies of 54.5 miles per gallon by
2025. The Trump administration and automakers have argued that this
goal is unachievable.

S C I E N C E  A N D  E N V I RO N M E N T  B U D G E T
T H R E AT E N E D
March 13, 2017

The White House releases its first preliminary budget under President
Trump. Confirming weeks of speculation, the budget outlines deep
cuts to U.S. science and environmental agencies—notably EPA and
NOAA, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration—and a
vast array of social programs, in an effort to increase defense spending
by $54 billion. Congressional and public opposition to the budget
crystallizes almost immediately. (Read more about the budget cuts’
potential effects on the environment.)

E PA  C H I E F  D OW N P L AYS  C L I M AT E
March 9, 2017

https://autoalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Letter-to-EPA-Admin.-Pruitt-Feb.-21-2016-Signed.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/2018_blueprint.pdf
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/trump-cuts-epa-noaa-environmental-science-climate-change-impacts/
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In a sharp break with scientific consensus, EPA administrator Scott
Pruitt says in an interview on CNBC’s “Squawk Box” that carbon
dioxide’s role in the Earth’s changing climate remains unclear. U.S. and
international scientists have repeatedly connected rising carbon
emissions to the Earth’s changing climate. A 2014 review by the
National Academy of Sciences, the United States’ preeminent scientific
advisory body, observed that the Earth’s warming since the 1970s “is
mainly a result of the increased concentrations of CO2 and other
greenhouse gases.”

‘ S C I E N C E ’  S C RU B B E D
March 7, 2017

The New Republic reports that the EPA’s Office of Science and
Technology removed the word “science” from its mission statement,
based on information provided by the Environmental Data and
Governance Initiative. The updated language, which instead
emphasizes "economically and technologically achievable
performance standards," marks the latest change to the EPA’s website
under Trump, as website updates downplay the Obama
administration’s previous climate initiatives.

E M I S S I O N S  I N F O  R E Q U E ST  N I X E D
March 2, 2017

The EPA withdraws an Obama EPA request for more detailed

http://www.cnbc.com/2017/03/09/epa-chief-scott-pruitt.html
https://www.skepticalscience.com/co2-warming-35-percent.htm
https://pubs.giss.nasa.gov/docs/2010/2010_Lacis_la09300d.pdf
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/18730/climate-change-evidence-and-causes
http://www.nasonline.org/
https://newrepublic.com/article/141174/epas-science-office-removed-science-mission-statement
https://envirodatagov.org/
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-water#science
http://www.climatecentral.org/news/epa-climate-web-pages-change-21133
https://www.epa.gov/controlling-air-pollution-oil-and-natural-gas-industry/oil-and-gas-industry-information-requests
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information on oil and natural-gas facilities. That request, finalized by
the Obama administration on November 10, 2016, had aimed to better
track the industry’s methane and volatile organic compound (VOC)
emissions. (Oil and gas facilities are the country’s largest industrial
emitters of methane.) The Trump EPA had criticized the rule for its
estimated $42-million cost on oil and gas industries.

F E D E RA L  L A N D S  WO N ’ T  B E  U N L E A D E D
March 2, 2017

After riding to work on a horse, U.S. Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke
spends his first day on the job rescinding an Obama-era prohibition of
lead ammunition on federal lands and waters. The Obama
Administration’s Fish and Wildlife Service had issued the ban on
January 19, 2017, the day before Trump’s inauguration. The National
Rifle Association and hunting groups laud Zinke’s move as supportive
of hunting’s economic contribution, while conservation groups decry
it, noting that lead ammunition can poison wildlife. (Learn how a ban
on lead ammunition could save California’s rare condors.)

WAT E R  P ROT E C T I O N  M AY  D RY  U P
February 28, 2017

President Trump issues an executive order formally asking the EPA to
review the “Waters of the United States” rule, an Obama-era rule
meant to clarify which U.S. waters fall under federal Clean Water Act

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-interior-zinke-idUSKBN16930Z
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/10/131014-lead-ammunition-ban-condor-california-science/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/02/28/presidential-executive-order-restoring-rule-law-federalism-and-economic
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jurisdiction. The rule had extended federal protections to some
headwaters of larger waterways, wetlands, and isolated lakes. (Read
more about the controversy surrounding the rule.)

S C OT T  P RU I T T  C O N F I R M E D  A S  E PA
C H I E F
February 17, 2017

The U.S. Senate confirms Scott Pruitt as the head of the U.S. EPA. In his
prior role as Oklahoma’s attorney general, Pruitt frequently sued the
EPA over its regulations, notably leading a 27-state lawsuit against the
Clean Power Plan. Emails released days after Pruitt’s confirmation show
that in his time as Oklahoma’s attorney general, Pruitt’s office
maintained a cozy relationship with oil and gas companies.

ST R E A M S  R E O P E N E D  TO  M I N I N G
WA ST E
February 16, 2017

President Trump signs a joint resolution passed by Congress revoking
the U.S. Department of the Interior’s “Stream Protection Rule.” That
rule, finalized shortly before President Obama left office, placed
stricter restrictions on dumping mining waste into surrounding

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/waters-of-the-us-rule-conservation-colorado/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2017/02/17/scott-pruitt-long-time-adversary-of-epa-confirmed-to-lead-the-agency/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/22/us/politics/scott-pruitt-environmental-protection-agency.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-joint-resolution/38/text
http://www.vox.com/2017/2/2/14488448/stream-protection-rule
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waterways. Congressional Republicans characterized the rule as
redundant and onerous. (Read “Why Trump Can’t Make Coal Great
Again.”)

F O S S I L  F U E L  C E O  B E C OM E S  C H I E F
D I P LOM AT
February 1, 2017

The U.S. Senate confirms ExxonMobil CEO Rex Tillerson as secretary of
state. Tillerson’s extensive ties to fossil fuels—and difficult-to-pin-down
stance on climate science—sparked fierce opposition to his nomination
among environmentalists. Questions linger over what Tillerson and the
Trump administration will do about U.S. involvement in the Paris
Agreement, the international climate pact negotiated under the
Obama administration.

M A RC H  F O R  S C I E N C E  M AT E R I A L I Z E S
January 25, 2017

After news that the Trump administration had removed all references
to climate change from the White House’s website, online commenters
begin calling for a “Scientists’ March on Washington,” styled after the
record-breaking Women’s March on January 21. Momentum quickly
builds, resulting in plans for the March for Science, scheduled for April
22.

http://thehill.com/regulation/energy-environment/317193-house-to-repeal-obama-coal-rule-wednesday
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/11/why-trump-can-t-make-coal-great-again/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/22122016/rex-tillerson-exxon-climate-change-secretary-state-donald-trump
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P I P E L I N E S  G R E E N L I T
January 24, 2017

President Trump issues several memoranda aiming to hasten
permitting for the Dakota Access and Keystone XL oil pipelines. Trump
also calls for the U.S. Department of Commerce to come up with a plan
ensuring that pipelines built across the United States are made with
U.S. steel. However, later reports clarify that the memo does not apply
to the Keystone XL pipeline.

PA R K  S E RV I C E  # R E S I ST S
January 20, 2017

Trump is inaugurated president. Minutes later, the National Park
Service posts a photo on Twitter comparing Trump’s crowds with the
much larger crowds at Barack Obama’s 2009 inauguration. Trump’s
subsequent criticism of the National Park Service triggers an unofficial
“resistance” movement of social media accounts that claim to be run
by U.S. government officials. (Read more about the “science rebellion”
blossoming under Trump.)

S C RA M B L E  TO  SAV E  S C I E N C E  DATA
December 10, 2016

Fearing that the incoming Trump administration may attempt to

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/24/presidential-memorandum-regarding-construction-dakota-access-pipeline
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/24/presidential-memorandum-regarding-construction-keystone-xl-pipeline
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/keystone-pipeline-us-steel-trump/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/01/scientists-march-on-washington-national-parks-twitter-war-climate-science-donald-trump/


1/16/19, 6'43 PMA running list of how President Trump is changing environmental policy

Page 95 of 133https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/how-trump-is-changing-science-environment/

delete or bury U.S. climate databases, meteorologist and climate
journalist Eric Holthaus asks on Twitter for suggestions of important
databases to back up. His query sparks a movement across academia
to back up key databases, resulting in “data refuges” and the
Environmental Data and Governance Initiative.

T RUM P  TA K E S  A L L
November 8, 2016

Real estate developer Donald Trump wins the 2016 U.S. presidential
election. His upset victory comes after a months-long campaign that
focused little on environmental issues, but did denounce the Obama
administration’s climate policies and champion the U.S. fossil fuels
industry.

Michael Greshko is a writer for National Geographic's science desk.
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Laura Parker is a staff writer who specializes in covering climate change and
marine environments.

Brian Howard is a senior writer covering environment, science, technology, and
other topics.

Daniel Stone is a writer on environmental science, agriculture, and botany in
Washington, D.C. He writes for National Geographic and is a former White
House correspondent for Newsweek. He is the author of The Food Explorer, on
the botanical adventures of food spy David Fairchild.

Sarah Gibbens is a digital writer at National Geographic.
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Some Arctic ground no longer freezing—even in winter

2018 was the ocean's hottest year. We'll feel it a long time.

This park faces threats—all made worse by climate change
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African musicians use

song to protest a

world marred by

climate change

“Music is an emotional tool. It goes directly to
your heart.”

Once derided, ways of
adapting to climate
change are gaining
steam

As glaciers disappear,
humans lose a lot more
than ice

L AT E S T  I N

E N V I R O N M E N T

E N V I R O N M E N T E N V I R O N M E N T

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/01/conservation-music-spreads-environmental-message-africa/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/01/communities-adapt-to-changing-climate-after-fires-floods-storms/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/12/glaciers-disappear-melting-ice-impacts-human-culture-history/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment


1/16/19, 6'43 PMA running list of how President Trump is changing environmental policy

Page 99 of 133https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/how-trump-is-changing-science-environment/

A N I M A L S

Male hermit crabs evolved larger sex organs to avoid
losing homes
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The Bahamas’ iconic conch could soon disappear
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Shark fin is banned in 12 U.S. states—but it's still on the menu
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F RO M  T H E  M AG A Z I N E

L O A D  M O R E

Watch an endangered eagle chick grow up in rare video

W A T C H

A N I M A L S

Lion attacks pangolin in extremely rare video
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S C I E N C E  &  I N N OVAT I O N

M A G A Z I N E

Deepest Dive Under
Antarctica Reveals a

Shockingly Vibrant World
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Ancient animal walked tall, surprising scientists
R E A D
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Inside the world's largest collection of animal milk
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Flowers can hear buzzing bees—and it makes their nectar sweeter
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Slime mold can learn—and more breakthroughs
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This metal is powering today's technology—at what price?
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Eating meat has ‘dire’ consequences for the planet,
says report
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Some Arctic ground no longer freezing—even in winter
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2018 was the ocean's hottest year. We'll feel it a long time.
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A running list of how President Trump is changing environmental…
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This park faces threats—all made worse by climate change
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10 classic tips to travel smarter
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Take a bite out of inner Tokyo with these bizarre experiences

R E A D

S P O N S O R  C O N T E N T

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/destinations/asia/japan/tokyo/sponsor-content-take-a-bite-out-of-inner-tokyo-with-these-bizarr/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/destinations/asia/japan/tokyo/sponsor-content-take-a-bite-out-of-inner-tokyo-with-these-bizarr/


1/16/19, 6'43 PMA running list of how President Trump is changing environmental policy

Page 119 of 133https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/how-trump-is-changing-science-environment/

See Hong Kong like a Nat Geo Explorer
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Martin Luther King, Jr.
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This metal is powering today's technology—at what price?
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What made this ancient society sacrifice its own children?
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How Henry Heinz used ketchup to improve food safety
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Second explorer completes Antarctic crossing
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Explorer completes historic Antarctic trek

R E A D

E X P L O R A T I O N  &  A D V E N T U R E

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/2018/12/explorer-completes-historic-antarctic-trek/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/2018/12/explorer-completes-historic-antarctic-trek/


1/16/19, 6'43 PMA running list of how President Trump is changing environmental policy

Page 129 of 133https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/how-trump-is-changing-science-environment/

Celebrating Christmas on expedition
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Antarctic explorers enter no-rescue zone
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